JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Published  Since  1877 


Bangladesh  television 
tells  missionary  story 
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June  3,  1984 


DHAKA,  Bangladesh  (BP)— The  stations.  Most  people  who  don’t  have  The  proceeds  will  build  an  au- 

story  behind  Southern  Baptists’  re-  personal  access  to  a  television  set  ditoriumandtrainingcenterforBap- 
solve  to  stay  in  Bangladesh  during  its  can  watch  at  government  sponsored  tist  lay  leaders  in  Bangladesh.  i 
bloody  war  for  independence  was  viewing  areas  in  villages.  McKinley’s  book  was  published  in 

televised  nationwide  in  April  by  the  Chowdhury  met  McKinley  at  a  1978  by  Highview  Baptist  Church  in 
Muslim  government.  mutual  Christian  friend’s  home  in  Louisville,  Ky.  More  than  40,000 

Speaking  in  Bengali,  the  people’s  March,  and  asked  him  to  appear  on  copies  have  been  sold  in  the  States, 
native  tongue,  Southern  Baptist  mis-  his  show,  Chowdhury  had  read  and  many  others  have  been  distri- 
sionaryJimMcKinley  said  (Mia  popu-  McKinley’s  book,  “Death  to  Life—  buted  in  Bangladesh  to  people  includ- 
lar  interview  show  that  during  the  Bangladesh,’’  alXMit  the  McKinley  ing  high  'government  officials. 
1971  uprising,  hi  which  Bangladesh  family’s  experience  during  the  re-  Chowdhury  requested  over  the  air 
was  bom  from  East  Pakistan,  he  volution.  that  the  b<)ok  be  translated  into  Ben- 

stayed  with  the  people  because  of  “a  During  the  interview  Chowdhury  gali. 

pull  from  within.’’  emphasized  that  the  people  of  The  McKinley  family  ot  Kentucky, 

Azad  Oiowdhury,  a  televisicMi  per-  Bangladesh  would  benefit  from  the  and  the  Tom  Thurman  family  of  Mis- 
s(Miality  with  his  own  cultural  show,  sale  of  M(dCinley’s  book.  “He  asked,  sissippi,  also  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
was  the  host  for  the  10-minute  inter-  T  understand  the  mcMiey  will  <x>me  sionaries,  were  part  of  a  small  group 
view,  broadcast  during  prime  time  back  here/  ’’  said  McKinley.  “I  was  of  Americans  who  stayed  in  the  coun- 
over  two  govemment-run  television  able  to  respond,  ‘Yes,  All  it.’  ’’  try  during  the  war. 

The  missionaries  attempted  to  hold 
Baptist  work  together  during  the 
bloiodshed.  As  the  war  drew  to  a 
close,  reinforcements  arrived  to 
ministo*  to  many  of  the  10  millicxi  re¬ 
fugees  who  returned.  “With  all  of  this 
helping  and  caring,  ‘long  about  the 
mid-1970s  they  (Bangladeshi  re¬ 
fugees)  started  coming  in  large 
numbers  looking  for  Christian  teach¬ 
ing,’’  Thurman  said. 

“The  main  thing  that  sticks  out  in 
my  mind  was  we  were  able  to  share 
the  love  of  (Christ,’’  he  added.  “The 
things  we  were  able  to  do  were  so 
minute,  but  we  were  there  during 
their  dark  hour.  We  were  a  presence. 
And  G<xl  honored  that.’’ 
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among  his  people 


all  over  the  world 


By  Art  Toalston 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— “I  knew  In  1979,  as  students  at  Delta  State  difference,’’  Boyd  said.  “She  saw 
for  a  long  time  that  God  was  calling  University  in  Mississippi,  they  com-  that  we  weren’t  the  same.’’ 
me  to  the  ministry,”  Boyd  Smith  re-  mitted  themselves  to  full-time  Chris-  During  the  1979  missions  confer- 
called,  “but  I  kept  trying  to  put  it  off  tian. service  during  a  missions  con-  was  miw 

on  Floyd.  I  said,  ‘Lord,  take  Floyd  ference  in  Nashville.  able’’  until  his  mhfistry  decision, 

instead.  Each  time,  neither  kneiy  of  the  Thgn,  “I  found  peace  in  my  heart.” 

“Floyd  was  doing  the  same  thing,  other’s  decisi(Ni  until  later.  u  ci  j  i.  j  i 

saying,  ‘Lord,  don’t  take  me;  take  Boyd  and  Floyd  are  the  youngest  of  „  Floyd  had  long  sensed 

Boyd.’  ”  six  children  whose  mother  led  the  ^od  s  call,  I  really  ^dn’t  take  it 

But  it’s  not  Ux)  suiprising  that  Boyd  family  after  her  husband  died  when  ^  *  think  G<xl  could  use 

and  Floyd— identical  twins  from  the  twins  were  4  years  old. 

Lambert,  Miss.— have  come  to  “We  were  the  best  of  friends,"  “I  always  thought  G<xl  took  ft-foot-4 
Southwestern  Seminary  here.  Floyd  said.  “We  were  always  to-  guys,  the  ministerial  type,”  Floyd 

After  all,  they  made  professicMis  of  gether.”  said, 

a  faith  at  the  age  of  14  during  the  ’  “We  depended  on  each  other,"  gut  the  conference  helped  him  to 
same  youth  retreat.  Boyd  added.  “If  we  didn’t  have  any-  realize  that  “God  uses  anybody  who 

During  another  retreat  two  years  one  else  to  go  to  for  help,  we  knew  we  virill  let  him.  That’s  what  I  needed  to 

later,  Floyd  realized  that  “I  hadn’t  could  go  to  each  other.”  hear, 

yiel(M  my  life  completely  over  to  Boyd  and  Floyd  jumped  at  the  '  .  .  ^ 

Christ."  Boyd  came  to  the  Mine  con-  chance  to  attend  their  iniUal  retreat  T 

elusion.  And  they  learned,  in  Floyd’s  years  ago.  “I  went  mostly  because  ^>"8  we  re  not,  Floyd  Mid.^^  He  will 
words,  “what  a  daily  walk  with  the  my  friends  went,”  Floyd  said.  “I 

Lord  is”  through  daily  prayer  and  didn’t  want  to  be  left  out.”  (Art  Toalston  is  co-news  director  at 

Bible  study.  They  began  having  de-  But  it  wasn’t  until  they  fully  com-  Southwestern  Seminary.  He  is 
votions  at  the  same  time  each  day  mitted  their  lives  to  (Christ  during  the  former  religion  editcM- of  the  Jacksm 

and  in  the  Mme  room.  second  retreat  that  “Mother  mw  the  Daily  News.  I 


Twins  heed  call 


-Boyd  and  Floyd  Smith 


years 


there  is  a., 

Iliat  area  every  irataile,  in  ^ 

Actuaaiw^fcre  was  oat  <nuch  at-^ ;  epportunitMis  in  con^iM|Hpie.  He  ond  (l|9m^|Mouston.^ 
tention  j^Miotars  ago^vlien  Jimirq^chasbeen  pMtorof  laPee^pWBccess-  been  a  s{^ 

Allen  unfS^iaBted.  (t  «fas  expected' >il  (^urcfoes,  lie  has#«|||[i^p»^ecu-  otherwi^W«  regular  pf| 
before  the  odhvention  that  Allen  and  .tbv®  secretary  in  a  ito^^tpMvention  denominaMttal  matters^ 
Adrian  would  be  the  n»ajor  ^California),  he  has  JNiilM  college  the  -pasters  being  npl 

candidat«s,i||tit  Rogers  declined  to  ^president  (Oklahoma  fltpkist  Uni-  like  wine  ao  active  spepi 
let  his  name^  placed  in  nomination.  versitylrPK  has  been  niicminary  denominattaMilly  active: 
Allen  served  two  years,  and  then  Ro-  president  (New  Orleans),«IM  he  has  Richard  JMkson,  paste 


ilation 


North 


gers  was  eiKted  five  years  ago  to  been  a  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Phoenix  Chi^,  PhoeniKfAtu.  I  ""  ;  *  I 

succeed  him.  That  was  the  first  year  vice-president  in  additioalohis  work  The  three  most  promiMii%'  men-  J 

that  Texans  Paige  Patterson  and  at  the  Sunday  School  Board.  tioned  men  would  seem  to  represent  Sullivan  also  is  an  inspiring  Stanley  woeM  trpresent  the  iner- 

Paul  Pressler  and  former  Christiaa-  Cothen  knows  the  ropes,  and  he  three  different  viewpoints.  Gtdhen  is  speaker,  as  wasdKperienced  when  he  rancyorconsemttvegroup.He,too, 

ity  Today  editor  Harold  Lindsell  knows  how  to  handle  them.  the  convention  veteran.  He  knows  spoke  to  our  omwention  last  year.  He  is  well  known  fortiis  speaking  ability 

b^an  to  make  their  views  known.  The  second  most  experienced  per-  how  the  machinery  operates.  He  is  an  also  has  been  around  long  enough  and  and  has  a  widespread  television 

Lindsell  subsequently  dropped  out  of  son  who  is  being  mentioned  is  John  inspiring  speaker.  He  would  guide  been  involved  enough  to  be  able  to  ministry. 

the  picture,  but  Patterson  and  Pres-  Sullivan,  who  ddivered  the  cooclud-  the  convention  with  a  sure  hand.  He  function  well  as  president.  He  possi-  Three  other  tasaes  are  likely  to  be 

sler  are  still  very  active.  ,  message  for  the  Mississippi  Bap-  would  be  the  candidate  of  those  cal-  bly  would  be  theone  noost  likely  to  be  prominent  durii^  the  convention. 

Rogers  provid^  somewhat  of  a  tist  invention  last  year.  Sullivan,  led  moderates,  though  be  is  very  expected  to  coi^iiiue  ip  the  pattern  of  The  committee  tostudy  how  to  relate 
surprise  by  declining  to  be  nomi-  who  is  pastor  of  Broadmoor  Church,  much  his  own  man  and  would  serve  Jimmy  Draper  and  seek  to  And  ways 

nated  for  a  second  term,  and  Bailey  Shreveport,  is  serving  in  his  second  accordingly.  of  healing  between  factions.  (Continued  on  page  4) 

Smith  moved  easily  into  the  presi¬ 
dency  for  two  terms.  So  actually,  the 
intense  spotlight  that  we  focused  on 
the  presidency  this  year  is  relatively 
new.  We  saw  it  to  a  degree  two  years 
ago  when  Jimmy  Draper  was 
elected.  There  is  a  great  deal  being 


opinion 


The  convention  president 


said  this  year  as  Draper  completes 


his  second  term 


By  J.  B.  Fowler 

aware  of  these  circumstances.  SBC  Constitution  doesn’t  say  million  Baptists?  Just  because  he  has  lists?  What  kind  of  record  has  his  If  the  Holy  Spirit  chooses  him  and 

Five  names  are  being  mentioned  niuchaboutthequalificatioiBapre^  been  able  to  manipulate  things  church  established  in  its  cooperation  then  fills  him  for  service,  he  will  be 

ident  should  have.  About  all  it  says  is  enough  over  the  years  to  build  his  with  the  association,  state  conven-  godly,  fair,  trustworthy,  and  humble, 
that  he  must  be  a  mem^r  of  a  Bap-  base  of  support  and  be  nominated  tion,  and  denomination?  Has  he  paid  He  will  be  a  peacemaker  and  patient 
list  church,  “cooperating  with  this  and  elected,  however  does  that  qual-  his  dues?  with  those  who  disagree  with  his  posi- 

conyention.”  ify  him  for  anything  but  a  man-  4,  He  ought  to  be  trustworthy.  tions.  He  will  work  for  the  health  of 

Since  we  will  elect  a  new  president  ipulator?  Has  he  established  the  reputation  the  body.  And  unity  will  follow  as  the 

in  Kansas  City,  I  have  been  thinking  The  man  who  serves  as  president  (rf  of  being  a  man  whose  actions  can  be  Holy  Spirit  works  through  him.  ^ 

about  the  president’s  qualifications,  the  SBC  ought  to  be  one  who  has  la-  trusted?  Has  he  provecT  by  his  years  7  o, 

So,  here  are  seven  qualifications  I  bored  so  faithfully  over  the  years  that  of  service  that  folks  can  count  on  hi. 

think  he  ought  to  possess.  he  naturally  rises  to  the  top  and  is  him?  Has  he  demonstrated  such  a 

1.  He  ought  to  come  from  the  recognized  by  his  peers  as  God’s  broad  spectrum  of  love  for  aU  the 
mainstream  of  Southern  Baptist  leader  for  that  hour.  people  where  he  has  served  that  all  1  f"/  "Til.?™!? 

Ltfe-  J.  He  might  to  be  one  who  has  paid  UvsU^etairw  tt«y  c»  ^ “ ‘T’™' 

The  convention  has  always  had  its  Usdnes.  convention  to  him?  Or,  is  he  a  parti- 

cliques,  tributaries,  and  groups  in-  Does  a  preacher  qualify  as  a  poten-  san  who  will  favor  his  own  group  and  ^ 

terefted  in  their  own  agenda.  But  the  tial  SBC  president  just  because  he  neglect  the  others?  the  furthest  thing  from  his  mind. 

SBC  president  must  come  from  the  has  preached  at  the  Pastors’  Confer-  S.  He  ought  to  be  hamMe.  >  constitution  can  possibly  spell 
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Issues  at  1984  SBC 


Presidency,  key  reports 
top  Kansas  City  agenda 


By  Dan  Martin 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)— 
Selection  of  a  new  president  tops  the 
list  of  issues  facing  messengers  at  the 
1964  Southern  Baptist  C!(Mivention  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June  12-14. 

While  the  choice  of  a  person  to  suc¬ 
ceed  James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Euless, 
Texas,  as  president  of  the  14.1  million 
member  denomination  tops  the 
agenda,  it  probably  is  not  the  most 
volatile  issue  facing  the  estimated 
18,500  messengers. 

An  item  expected  to  draw 
extended— and  possibly  heated- 
discussion  is  the  relationship  of  the 
SBC  to  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Affairs,  a  nine- 
denomination  coalition  which  has 
represented  the  SBC  in  Washington 
since  the  1940s. 

Two  other  issues  expected  are  the 
role  of  the  SBC  in  (Danada,  including 
whether  the  national  convention  will 
become  international  in  scope,  and 
an  equally  explosive  issue :  the  role  of 
women  in  the  church,  including  ordi- 
nltion  to  the  ministry  and  tojhe 
diaconate. 

Resolutions  generally  draw  dis¬ 
cussion,  and  there  will  be  a  variety  of 
statements,  including  positions  on 
the  role  of  the  United  States  in  (Cen¬ 
tral  America,  abortion,  homosexual¬ 
ity,  national  defense  and  the  prayer 
amendment  issue,  including  the 
equal  access  and  religious  fre^m 
dimensions  of  the  question. 

Also,  messenegers  will  consider 
the  report  of  the  denomination’s 
Committee  on  Boards,  already  a 
topic  of  controversy  because  of  the 
nomination  of  inerrancy  movement 
leader  Paul  Pressler  of  Houston  to  a 
term  on  the  SBC  Executive  0>mmit- 
tee. 

PRESIDENCY— Six  men 
have  been  mentioned  as  potential 
presidential  candidates.  A  new  pres¬ 
ident  is  necessary  because  Draper, 
first  el^ed  in  1962  and  reelected  in 
1983,  has  served  the  two  one-year 
terms  allowed  by  the  SBC  (Constitu¬ 
tion. 

Three  men  are  the  most  likely  can¬ 
didates,  according  to  convention 
watchers.  They  are  John  Sullivan, 
current  first  vice-president  of  the 
SBC  and  pastor  of  Broadmoor  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Shreveport,  La.; 
Grady  C.  Coth«i,  recently  retired 
president  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
and  Charles  Stanley,  current  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  SBC  Pastors’  Conference 
and  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Churdi  of 
Atlanta. 


Sullivan,  47,  is  the  only  man  in  re¬ 
cent  history  to  serve  back-to-back 
terms  as  first  vice-president.  He  has 
publicly  announced  he  wiU  be  ncnni- 
nated  and  has  bem  endorsed  by  at 
least  one  state  Baptist  newspaper. 

(Cothoi,  63,  retired  in  February  cit¬ 
ing  health  reasons.  After  several 
months  of  rest,  he  reportedly  ap¬ 
pears  ready  to  resume  an  active  role 
in  denominational  life.  He  says 
“many  persons’’  have  talked  to  him 
about  being  nominated,,  and  said  he 
has  “never  refused  the  denomination 
or  the  churches  any  service  I  could 
render.’’ 

Stanley,  46,  in  late  May  told  Baptist 
Press  he  is  “seriously  considering” 
allowing  his  name  to  be  presented  at 
the  convention.  He  said  he  has  been 
“prayerfully  asking  the  Lord  to  give 
me  direction.  If  I  can  be  a  help,  I  want 
to  be,  but  at  this  point  I  just  want  to 
wait  and  see.”  A  decision  probably 
will  not  be  made  until  the  convention, 
he  added. 

Three  other  persons  are  potential 
nominees:  Eldwin  Young,  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Pastors’  (Do^erence  and 
pastor  of  Second  Baptist  C!hurch  in 
Houston;  Richard  Jackson,  pastor  of 
North  Phoenix  (Ariz.)  Baptist 
CSiurch ;  and  Adrian  Rogers,  who  was 
a  one  term  SBC  president  1979-80) 
and  is  pastor  of  Bellevue  Baptist 
Church  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Jackson,  who  said  he  probably 
won’t  even  attend  the  Kansas  City 
meeting,  told  the  Oklahoma  Baptist 
Messenger  “someone  is  going  to  be 
elected  before  we  get  there,”  and 
added  “a  man  can’t  be  elected  inde- 
pendoitly.  He’d  have  to  line  up  with 
one  of  the  factions  and  I  won’t  do  it.  So 
my  candidacy  is  out  of  the  question.” 

Stanley  is  widely  regarded  as  the 
favorite  of  the  inerrancy  movement, 
while  C^then  is  seen  as  the  candidate 
of  the  moderates.  Sullivan  is  not  iden¬ 
tified  with  either  group,  and  com¬ 
mented  “it  will  be  interesting  to  see  if 
anyone  can  be  elected  anymore  who 
is  not  strongly  identified  with  a  polit¬ 
ical  faction.” 

B  JCPA — Funding  for  the  Public 
Affairs  (Committee,  a  SBC  standing 
committee  through  which  funding 
passes  to  the  BJCPA,  could  be  chal¬ 
lenged  during  consideration  of  the 
SBC  budget.  Observers  say  the  av¬ 
enue  likely  will  be  to'reallocate  all  or 
part  of  the  $450,000  SBC  contribution 
to  a  “Southern  3aptist  presence”  in 
the  nation’s  capital. 

The  BJ(TA  and  its  executive  di¬ 
rector,  Jantes  M.  Dunn,  have  drawn 
increa^g  fire  from  conservative 


Southern  Baptists  in  recent  years  for 
his  style  and  for  opposition  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan’s  School  Prayer 
Amendment.  The  Alabama  Baptist 
(>>nvention,  during  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing  last  fall,  passed  a  resolution  ask¬ 
ing  that  funding  be  halted  to  the 
BJCPA. 

CANADA — Following  a  1983  ef¬ 
fort  to  amend  the  SBC  OKistituticm  to 
include  C^anada  in  the  geographical 
area  encompassed  by  the  SBC,  a 
21-member  study  committee  was 
named  to  study  the  matter.  It  will  re¬ 
port  the  constitution  should  not  be 
changed,  but  that  Southern  Baptists  | 
should  renew  their  efforts  to  help 
SBOtype  churches  in  Canada  and  to 
evangelize  the  nation. 

The  Canadian  Southern  Baptist 
(Conference,  which  met  in  early  May, 
approved  the  report  in  a  carefully 
worded  statement.  Many  pastors  and 
church  leaders  in  (Canada,  however, 
expressed  a  desire  to  affiliate  with 
the  SBC.  Rumors  circulate  that  the 
report  will  be  amended  and  a  re¬ 
newed  effort  will  be  made  to  seat  the 
Canadians  as  messengers,  giving 
them  full-fledged  SBC  status. 

ROLE  OF  WOMEN- 

Turmoil  has  tom  segments  of  the 
convention  over  the  ordination  of 
womm  as  deacons  and  ministers.  At 
least  two  associations  disfellowship- 
ped  churches  with  ordained  women. 
One  of  the  churches  was  First  Baptist 
(Church  of  Oklahoma  (City,  of  which 
Gene  Garrison,  former  se«>nd  vice- 
president  of  the  (Convention,  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

The  debate  has  heated  up,  with  fac¬ 
tions  taking  opposing  sides  and  citing 
scripture  as  justification.  Early 
rumors  circulated  an  effort  would  be 
made  to  refuse  seating  to  churches 
which  ordain  women,  but  the  battle 
apparently  will  be  fought  through  re¬ 
solutions. 

'  COMMITTEE  ON 
BOARDS  —  Pressler’s  nomina¬ 
tion  is  the  most  controversial,  but 
other  names  on  the  report  also  have 
drawn  criticism.  The  report  includes 
215  nominees— 103  renominations 
and  112  new  trustees— to  serve  on  the 
convention’s  20  national  agencies. 

The  president  of  the  Baptist  Gen¬ 
eral  (Convention  of  Texas,  C.  Winfred 
Moore,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
(Church  of  Amarillo,  has  said  he  will 
present  a  substitute  nomination  for 
the  Pressler  slot. 

Another  protest  will  be  heard  by 
the  committee  from  Richard  ECskew, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  (Church  of 
Yadkinville,  N.C.,  was  digiUe 


for  a  second  full  term  on  the  Home 
Mission  Board  but  was  not  nomi¬ 
nated. 

Rumors  are  circulating  challenges 
will  be  made  to  some  nominees  from 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  North 
Carolina.  A  leader  of  the  inerrancy 
movement,  however,  said  if  the  chal¬ 
lenges  develop,  a  whole  series  of  sub¬ 
stitute  nominees— particularly  for 
renominations— may  be  entered. 
Some  observers  fear  a  state-by-state 
wrangle. 

In  recent  years,  the  report  of  the 
(Committee  on  Boards  has  faced  li¬ 
mited  challenges,  but  has  never  been 
subjected  to  a  protracted  person- 
by-person  debate.  • 

(Dan  Martin  is  Baptist  Press  news 
editor.) 


(Hyde  Nettles 
to  be  treasurer 
in  Uruguay 

Gyde  Nettles,  member  of  First 
Church,  Brandon,  is  leaving  May  31 
for  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  where  she 
expects  to  remain  for  at  least  eight 
months  on  volunteer  mission. 

While  Murray  Smith,  missionary, 
is  in  the  U.S.  on  furlough,  Mrs.  Net¬ 
tles  will  be  serving  as  treasurer  for 
the  Baptist  Mission  of  Uruguay. 

A  former  employee  with  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  (Convention  Board  as 
chief  accountant,  she  is  now  retired 

Baylor  gets  land  gift 
worth  $13  million 

WACO,  Texas  (BP)— A  Dallas 
woman  has  left  Baylor  University  in 
Waco,  Texas,  more  than  $13  million, 
even  though  no  one  in  her  immediate 
family  ever  attended  the  Southwest 
Conference  school  which  is  affiliated 
with  the  Baptist  General  (Convention 
of  Texas. 

Baylor  officials  said  the  gift  from 
the  estate  of  Mattie  Allen  is  the 
largest  in  Baylor’s  139-year  history 
and  one  of  the  largest  given  any  col¬ 
lege  or  university  in  Texas. 

After  the  announcement  May  17  the 
money  from  a  land  sale  immediately 
was  Invested  through  the  Baptist 
Foundation  of  Texas  to  start  earning 
approximately  $4,000  per  day  in  in¬ 
terest. 
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Shortfall 
may  force 
cutbacks 


ATLANTA  (BP) — Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Home  Mission  Board  President 
William  G.  Tanner  told  HMB  direc¬ 
tors  a  shortfall  in  (Cooperative  Prog¬ 
ram  operating  budget  receipts  may 
force  the  agency  to  cut  back  on  prog¬ 
ramming  for  1^. 

In  opening  comments  to  board 
members.  Tanner  noted  HMB  alloca¬ 
tions  from  the  (Cooperative  Program, 
the  Southern  Baptist  (Convention’s 
unified  budget,  fell  short  by  more 
than  $600,000  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  1963-84  fiscal  year. 

Tanner  warned  if  Cooperative 
Program  gifts  continue  at  the  same 
rate,  the  board  could  find  itself  more 
than  $1  million  under  1984  budget 
needs. 

Tanner  explained  October- 
through-March  Cooperative  Prog¬ 
ram  contributions  are  more  than  $3.5 
million  under  the  amount  necessary 
to  fund  all  SBC  agencies  100  percent. 
The  HMB  is  receiving  only  about  95 
percent  of  the  CP  funds  needed  to 
fully  fund  all  HMB  endeavors  for 
1984.  Tanner  said  HMB  adminis¬ 
trators  will  study  whether  to  initiate 
a  contingency  budget  in  June  with  a 
five  to  10  percent  reduction  should  (CP 
gifts  fail  to  increase. 

Tanner  expressed  optimism,  how¬ 
ever,  that  early  receipts  of  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  funds  for 
1984  show  a  13.2  percent  increase 
over  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 
Tanner  said  more  than  $3.9  million  of 
the  offering  has  been  received  so  far, 
about  14  percent  of  the  1964  goal  of  $29 
million. 

In  a  separate  action,  board  mem¬ 
bers  overwhelmingly  approved  a 
motion  “expressing  our  confidence 
in  and  thanks  for  Richard  Eskew’s 
faithful  service  to  the  Home  Mission 
Board  as  director.” ' 

Eskew,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Yadkinville,  N.C.,  and  a 
board  member  since  1977,  was  eligi¬ 
ble  for  another  term  but  was  not  re¬ 
commended  for  reappointment  by 
the  1984  Committee  on  Boards. 
Eskew  had  served  an  unexpired  term 
and  a  full  term,  and  another  term 
would  give  him  1 1  years  on  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  an  “excessively  long 
period  of  time,”  according  to  the 
Committee  on  Boards  report  re¬ 
leased  April  25. 

HMB  board  members  added  their 
motion  “in  no  way  weakens  our  hope 
that  the  (Committee  on  Boards  for  our 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention  will  re¬ 
scind  their  published  report  of  delet¬ 
ing  Richard’s  name  for  his  rightful 
place  on  this  Board.” 

Board  members  appointed  six 
missiot^es  and  four  missionary  as¬ 
sociates,  including  a  church  planter 
couple,  approved  16  personTTbr  mis¬ 
sion  service,  and  elected  three  staff 
members. 

Dan  Euliss  was  elected  director  of 
the  promotion  department,  effective 
June  1,  and  will  head  the  planning, 
coordination,  budgeting,  implement¬ 
ing,  and  evaluation  of  a  general  edu¬ 
cational,  promotional,  and  market¬ 
ing  service  for  the  board. 

((Continued  on  page  7) 
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Right  words 


Resolutions  group 
plans  for  heavy  work 


By  Dan  Martin 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— The  opinion  and  a  motion  calls  for  ac- 
1984  Southern  Baptist  Convention  tion.” 

Resolutions  Committee  is  making  After  4ie  resolutions  are  presented 
plans  to  deal  with  potential  resolu-  at  the  desk,  Draper  said,  they  will  be 
tions  which  will  range  from  the  ordi-  read  into  the  minutes— only  the  topic 
nary  to  the  highly  controversial  and  of  the  resolution  and  the  name  of  the 
emotional.  i 


messenger  submitting  it— by  one  of 
For  the  second  year,  the  10-  the  officers  of  the  conventiMi. 
member  body  met  in  Nashville,  Harold  C.  Bennett,  executive 
Tenn.,  in  late  May  to  be  briefed  and  to  secretary-treasurer  of  the  SBC 
organize  their  efforts  to  handle  Executive  (Committee,  also  briefed 
another  heavy  year  of  work.  the  committee,  telling  them  they 

In  briefing  them,  SBC  President  have  a  “tremendously  important 
James  T.  Draper  Jr.  commented  task”  and  urging  them  to  “select  the 
they  probably  will  be  expected  to  right  words”  for  the  resolutions  they 
handle  “some  extremely  controver-  present.  “The  words  you  use  are  as 
sial  and  emotional  resolutions,”  vital  as  anything  you  can  imagine,” 
which  probably  will  include  state-  he  said. 

ments  on  the  ordination  of  women,  Bennett  also  told  them  they  must 
the  school  prayer  issue,  homosexual-  “report  out  everything”  submitted  to 
ity,  abortion,  pornography,  along  them,  under  conventiMi  rules.  “You 
with  routine  statements  thanking  the  do  not  have  to  make  a  recommenda- 
host  city  and  committee.  tion,  but  you  have  to  report  on  every- 

He  noted  he  is  pleased  the  body  now  thing,”  Bennett  said, 
holds  the  May  planning  meeting,  and  He  added  the  resolutions  they  pre¬ 
said  recent  years  have  produced  re-  pare  and  present  “have  an  impact 
cord  numbers  of  resolutions.  which  will  continue  after  the  conven- 

“It  is  not  fair  to  lock  10  people  in  a  tion  ...  on  both  the  SBC  and  other 
room  and  then  throw  47  resolutions  at  groups  as  well.” 
them,”  he  said.  He  added  he  hopes  Draper  told  them  their  “personal 
the  resolutions  committee  “will  not  convictions  are  very  important,”  but 
be  bombarded  by  40  or  50  resolutions  urged  them  to  do  their  work  in  such  a 

during  the  three-day  annual  SBC  in  way  as  to  “decide  what  is  best  for  the 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  June  12-14.  (XMivention.  I  do  not  mean  you  must 

Real  work  later  compromise  your  convicUons,  but  I  „„„„ , 

do  mean  that  through  study  and  dis-  Christian  Life  Commission  staff 
*  cussion  you  come  to  conclusions  member  has  appealed  to  President 

tist  Church  of  Euless, Texas,  also  told  which  are  best  for  the  convenUon.”  Reacan  to  “co^er  the  humble 
them  the  May  meeting  is  stnj^Uy  for  The  committee  will  have  another  5“”  of  NUrara^  BaStSer^ 
orgMization  a^  p  anning,  l^a^  preliminary  meeting  during  which  for  changes  in  U.S.  policy  toward  that 
their  real  work  wiU  not  start  uiltil  they  wiU  discuss  substantive  issues  country 

aft^  the  convention  begins  June  12.  dealing  with  proposed  resolutions.  Ronald  D.  Sisk,  who  coordinates 
I^a^r  outlmed  th^ro^ure  he  They  will,  however,  do  their  main  the  Southern  Baptist  ConvenUon’s 
wUl  follow  ui  the  uit^uction  of  re-  work  beginning  Tuesday  afternoon,  agency  program  of  peace  with  ius- 
Mlutions;  a  process  he  initiat^  diw-  Committee  chairman  is  Bailey  E.  tice,  wrote  President  Reagan  in  re- 
ing  the  1M3  annual  meeting  in  Stone,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  sponse  to  the  Nicaraguan’s  recent 
Pittsburgh  in  an  effort  to  speed  up  the  of  Odessa,  Texas.  The  committee  in-  “pastoral  letter”  to  Baptists  around 
process.  eludes  three  members  of  the  Execu-  world. 

“The  procedure  is  not  m  compli-  tive  Committee,  Otis  Testerman,  The  letter,  signed  by  Baptist  Con- 
sounds,  he  said.  pastor  of  Bookcliff  Baptist  Church,  vention  of  Nicaragua  President  Gon- 

Draper  urged  persons  who  wish  to  Grand  Junction,  Colo.;  Darrell  zalo  Mairena,  Executive  Secretary 
introduce  resolutions  to  present  them  Robinson,  pastor  of  Dauphin  Way  Tomas  Tellez  and  Secretarv  Javier 
as  early  as  possible  during  the  Tue^  Baptist  Church,  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  Tala“ra!criUd^  U.I.^p^rt  of 
day  morning  session  at  a  special  desk  Frank  Ingraham,  a  Nashville  attor-  rebels  fighting  the  Nicaraguan  gov- 
set  up  adjacent  to  the  platform  in  the  pey.  emment 

meeting  hall.  The  desk  will  be  man-  (Xhers  are  David  Simpson,  editor  “it  is  urgent  that  we  make  an  ali¬ 
ned  by  representatives  of  the  Resolu-  of  the  Indiana  Baptist,  newsjoumal  out  effort,  now  while  there  is  still 
tions  Committee  as  well  as  one  of  the  of  the  State  Convention  of  Baptists  in  time,  to  stop  the  plans  for  war  and 
two  SBC  parliamentan^.  Indiana;  Ruel  May,  an  oral  surgeon  destruction  designed  against  us.  We 

He  specifically  asked  that  all  prop-  from  Jackson,  Miss,  and  a  member  need  your  help  to  achieve  peace,”  the 
osed  resolutions  be  presented  at  the  of  First  Church;  Eki  Packwood,  a  re-  leaders  wrote  to  fellow  Bantists 
desk  before  10:30  a.m.,  so  they  can  be  tired  businessman  from  Shawnee,  ,,  ^ 

introduced  in  the  morning  session,  al-  okla.;  Carl  F.H.  Henry,  a  theologian  urges  response 

lowing  the  resolutions  committee  to  from  Arlington,  Va.;  George  Sisk,  writing  “as  one  American 
begin  deliberations  immediately  fol-  Schroeder,  an  ophthalmologist  from  Christian,”  urged  Reagan  to  respond 
lowing  the  presidential  address.  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  Cristobal  to  the  pleas  “for  negotiations  rather 
Also,  he  said,  even  if  proposed  re-  Dona,  a  pastor  from  San  Jose,  Calif,  than  armed  intervention”  in 
solutions  were  sent  to  the  committee  ( Dan  Martin  is  Baptist  Press  news  Nicaragua.  Reagan  administration 


Volunteers  at  Central  Hills 


Michael  Jackson.  Mike  Perry,  and  Randy  Poss.  With  the 
group  (front,  right)  is  Scott  West,  son  of  the  camp  manager, 
Dan  West. 


This  group  of  volunteers  spent  a  Saturday  doing  im¬ 
provements  at  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  near  Kos¬ 
ciusko.  These  men  are  members  of  Emmanuel  Church, 
Grenada.  They  are  Danny  and  John  Sivley,  Brian  Poyner, 


Sisk  of  CLC  writes  Reag 
on  Nicaraguan  policies 


(Ckmtinued  frenn  page  2)  statesman.  He  is  flamboyant,  it  is 
to  Canadian  Southern  Baptists  will  true;  but  it  is  a  style  he  has  learned  to 
report.  The  committee’s  report  has  use  in  carrying  out  his  assignment, 
b^  discussed  earlier  in  the  Baptist  and  it  has  stood  him  in  good  stead.  He 
Record,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  re-  has  been  criticized  for  opposing  Pres¬ 
port  will  be  accepted.  Elssentially,  it  ident  Reagan’s  prayer  in  public 
is  to  not  seat  the  (Canadians  as  mes-  school  amendment  proposal,  but  he 
sengers  but  to  search  for  every  received  a  standing  ovation  when  he 
means  possible  to  help  them  spoke  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
evangeli^  their  land.  vention  on  church-state  matters. 

An  effort  is  expect^  to  eliminate  Rig  father-in-law,  by-the-way,  is 
funding  for  the  Baptist  Joint  Com-  Mississippian  Edwin  McNeeley  of 
mittee  on  Public  Affwrs  from  toe  Newton,  who  retired  following  a  long 
SBC  budget.  This  would  be  a  mistake,  tenm-e  as  music  professor  at  South- 
Those  who  are  seeking  to  do  this  are  western  Seminary, 
basing  their  actions  on  the  fact  that  _  ^..  ..  .  .. 

the  executive  director,  James  Dunn,  ^^h®  third  issue  might  ordination 
was  once  a  board  member  for  People  ^  women.  More  than  likely ,  if  this  is 
for  toe  American  Way,  an  organiza-  toe  COTvention  will  take 

tion  in  which  television  producer  position  that  it  is  a  local  church 
Norman  Lear  is  active.  Also,  some 

have  objected  to  Dunn’s  flamboyant  Another  potential  issue  at  the  con- 
mannerisms  in  public  speaking,  vention  is  the  report  of  the  committee 
Dunn,  however,  has  declined  to  con-  boards,  particularly  the  Execu- 
tiniip  tn  u>rvp  nn  tof>  board  of  PeonU*  tive  Ckimmittee  Section.  Paul  Pres- 


/ 


Jigaticm'  this  state  for  attentkn.  a<lectiw^«p4  KighligMA  ttf  fa« 

gifts  sent  to  our  people  in  this  time  <V  Jkme  3  include  jpectiMte 

tlmugbout  tImeeutKu.  These  in- 
EspeciaUy  would  we  like  to  tliaak  dude  Dr  -  J.  T.  Pore  W>  pastor  of 
in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conveatioo  First  Baptist  ciMrdi,w)|o  will  speak 
issue  ot  the  Baptist  Re-  for  theexcellent  manner  in  whiditbe  at  the  morning  worsMmaervice.  Fol- 

r  .  - '  ~  —  -  ".LiL  - J - speaier  will  be  Dr. 

for  publishing  the  article  by  Toby  Mr.  Jim  Diiflake  and  the  group  of  Edwin  Johnston,  grandbon  of  Dr.  S 


oid  Medal  winner 


bke  to  commeul  on  At  let 

He  dkhi't  win  another  Gold  Medal  Pena.,  not  too  far  from  Hershey  ^  ^  Susan  Marks,  published 

in  the  GiunTro#  Run  in  Tupelo  May  (“Maybe  that’s  wlqr  I’m  so  sweet!”  *  - - - - r - 

12,  but  he  caase  in  fourth  in  his  ^  be  decided),  and  Luciia,  daughter  of  e®*’^  *  seems  to  be  cnticizing  you  Disaster  Mobile  Unit  served  our  city,  lowing  lunch  the  speam  will  be  Dr. 
gro(^  (he’s  Ml.  And  *.2  miles  hi  5h  a  Baptist  miuster,  Henry  WaD,  was  publishing  the  article  by  Toby  Mr.  Jim  DicUake  and  the  group  of  Edwin  Johnston,  grandhon  of  Dr.  S. 

minutes  and  owe  seebnd  is  nothing  to  bom  in  Califcwnia.  But  they  met  in  D™in  of  the  Texas  Baptist  ^laiard.  people  who  worked  with  him  made  a  J.Baker(foniierpastorofFirstBap- 
sneezeat,  letmetellyou!  the  middle  of  the  USA,  in  Oklahoma  I.fo'ol^e.leel  that  it  is  not  only  your  profound  impression  on  the  people  ef  tist  Church).  Miss  Hoskins  of 

JamesTrawi^professorofBiUeat  at  an  associational  meeting.  Alter  he  *>l*y«*r  obligation  to  keep  Mis-  this  area.  Not  only  did  they  serve  the  Baptist  Sunday  SdMsl  Board  will 

BhieMountaiw College,  has  run  hi  an  rmwhpri  high  'm  Walle**  si^pphSaptistsinframedof  what  is  over  12,000  meals  and  thousands  of  give  a  short  talk  at  tta 

eight  of  the  autiual  Guns  Tree  lUBB,  Mich.,  and  while  he  wau  in  die  itamy  going  swhiithe  Southern  Baptist  Con-  Coke-snacks,  but  the  true  meaning  ef  ship  service.  Miss  Hi 

and  in  1979  he  dU  win  a  Gold  MMnl.  during  Wokkl  War  D,  he  was  con-  ventiom  brotherly  love  and  optimism  contri-  first  full-time  secretai 

In  what  hecdlh")|Mqflng  adadyppe-  verted,  during  a  church  meethig  in  The  mmor  mill  was  spreadng  this  buted  to  an  attitude  our  community  tint  Church.  Dr.  Hiii 

mium  on  nqp  htfAb  hnnraoce,”  he  Muscogee,  Okla.  already.  We  just  didn’t  know  how  truly  needed.  edHor  of  The  Atabaw 

runs  eartynMnWiig,  at  noon  whiMis  “No-  ue  m*  w  ••  aairf  «i*h  «  ™uch  tnie  and  what  was  not  As  nuiyor  of  Water  Valley,  I  thank  bethe  speaker  at  the 

wife  is  prepMrM^  lunch,  and  Irte  janUeM  he  Mttesi*  ^  ^  ^  .  Too  other  church-related  groups  service. 

afternoon,  at  tawB  9  mdes  a  wtiltt  murh.  “Wiisrf  i _ r- _ _ un  ShelBjrs  m  her  letter  that  the  arti-  and  humamtanan  groups  that  have  Former  nenti>ers 

Besides  that,  hw  runs  another  2»  ***5*?.  ^  ‘^"“***  **®*P®^  suffering  and  de-  Fint  Baptist  Churc^. 

miles  a  wesfe  sMWshtiionary  bliM->  ^  proud  y  JamapAsbisoo,  Milton  Green  and  spair  of  our  tewn  when  the  need  was  inuited  to  attend  anl 

while  watchh^TV.  ^  ,  ^.litree  with  her  that  it  was  crit-  great.  thne  of  celefarationl 

Now  that  Ifw'dMt  Dr.  Travhli  1  ‘  We  have  lour  dulwen,”  his  wif*  ical.  Hemever,  if  it  is  true,  and  I  have  Asalocalpastor.Iamproudofous,  Christian  sendee. 

readUy  undersiwd  why  Jerry  Ste-  IMree  and  a  half  no  rea8an.todoubtit,howcanshesay  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention’s  rote  Robert  E.  guick,  9^,;  dun 

vens,  Winstew  Ci^ly  director  of  |^®*****««-”  Jim,  graduate  oithe  it  is  biUMd?  in  ministering  hi  such  a  definite  and  Church  IfiMory  CMiMiittee 

missions,  suggwted  that  I  interview  Umtea  States  Milit«y  Academy  ht  I  alsowgree  that  we  should  not  an-  weU  ordered  manner  alongside  these  First  Baptist  ChilM|b 

his  "beloved  pMhWflor.”  A  cot^  of  West  Point,  is  now  stationed  as  a eap-  Jnstiy  nrittcize  a  Christian  brother,  other  groups.  This  Disaster  Umt  in  flOO  Governors  Dlipr 

days  before  tiMthpelo  festival,  W.p.  *****  **  ****  tropical  test  center  in  the  Howefur,  I  have  heard  James  Robi-  action  is  a  very  useful  and  comfort-  Huntsville,  AlabaABjSSSOl 

and  I  dkove  tu  pHe  Mountam,  iu  Faoema  Canal  Zone.  Philip  Is  a  son  crttfeiBe  pastors,  local  churches,  ing  ministry, 

searchof  “the Hwtiin House ’’which  Physician  in  San  Antonio,  Tes.  Baptist  sd^ls,  and  Southern  Bap- 

tte  Travisw  own  (tt’s  th^  oldest  ^‘‘Anne.  married  to  Ricky  Ford,  is  tist  evangelists.  In  fact,  several 

bouse  in  Bhie  Menntain,  I  beMune  and  youth  director  at  years  ageaf  a  crusade  at  Mississi;^ 

they  said,  buttf  lwM73.)’Thc  irklW  TistHuningo  Baptist  Church.  (She  (^oUcgii,  he. criticized  one  evangelist 

two-story’ struengn  was  built  wWi  '^Mrting  her  parenis  that  dap,  so  by  naw  very  harshly  not  once  but 
three  chimnevi  feoataining  six  flpw-  ** *****  her.)-  John  Is  a  graduate  as-  twice  in  his  sermon, 
places)  and  hanidSefaes  Mom  tww  distant  in  mathematka  at  Univerai^  It  spM  from  what  I’ve  read  and 
ry  Tr*«|g^af  itnndingTfthf  KnoxviBa.  heard  ahsut  this  that  James  Robison 

of  the  frowhMflW,  youthful  lea£  “When  the  childrup  were  yowng,  *****  hin  people  are  trying  to  lead 

iiMdespitelUAlBBfrey  hair,  wewentcaiBpingaava’theUMlsd  peopl^hRo  a  separate  groop  with  a 
ling,  out  a  cadM^  greeting.  WHi..  Stales,”  Dr.  TravlasM.  “The Grand  **?®**5^***«*,  *  *>«**«''®  .*®  **•  ««»• 
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Huntsville  annivessary 

EUUtor: 

First  Baptist  Church.  HuntsvHle,  neltB,  willbeamaiori 
Ala.,  will  be  celebrating  its  ITStb  An-  rams  of  the  Amerii 
niversary  on  June  3,  19S4.  The  Television  System  (flSpi).  Other 
church,  located  at  609  Governors  stations  with  fuIl-poW|k  televising 
Drive,  is  the  oldest  Baptist  Church  in  the  networks  primarily  offered 
the  Alabama  Baptist  State  (hnven-  through  cable  televisiaware  in  Hous- 
tion.  ton  and  in  Greenville,  N.C. 
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100%  Medicare  Supplement 


Enrollment  now  available  at  Age  65  or  Older 

OUARANTRKO  RBNKWABLB 

Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  6  months 

FORM  MS-100  PLAN  1 

A  policy  that  pays  100%  of  what  AAedicore  does  not  pay  for  hospital 
and  100%  of  usual  and  customary  chorges  of  the  area  for  doctor's 
office,  clinic,  hospital  or  outpatient  benefits.  Now  only  one  Medicare 
supplement  needed  and  one  claim  form  to  complete. 

Hurry!  Earollmant  ends  June  30,  1984,  for  Form  MS-100.  Pleosa 
inquire  by  June  25,  1984. 

FORM  H-C  205R  PtAN  2 

Nursing  Home  Policy  issued  thru  age  84  -  pays  up  to  $1,500  per 
month  from  first  day  to  three  years. 

Pays  for  skilled,  semi-skilled  or  intermediate  core. 

Does  not  hove  to  be  Medicare  approved. 

(If  on  Mwdicaid  do  not  roply) 

For  full  information  PhonO  95^-3992  or  clip  and  mail  to: 


R.  C.  PORTER  INSURANCE  AGENCY  PA 

R.  C.  Portor,  Rogional  DIroctor 
P.O.  Box  16849,  Jackaon,  MS  39206 
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Opposition  to  nomination 

of  Pressler  announced 

♦ 

By  Dan  Martin 


Ministers’  wives  plan  meet 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  ( BP  )-A  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  nomination  of  Paul  Pres¬ 
sler,  a  Houston  appeals  court  judge 
and  leader  of  the  inerrancy  move¬ 
ment  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  is  being  planned  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  SBC  June  12-14  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo. 

Pressler,  a  member  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Houston,  was  nomi¬ 
nated  to  fill  an  unexpired  three-year 
term  on  the  SBC  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  by  the  1984  Committee  on  Boards, 
Commissions,  and  Standing  Commit¬ 
tees.  He  must  be  elected  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  order  to  serve. 

In  addition  to  the  Pressler  nomina¬ 
tion,  a  challenge  to  at  least  one  other 
action  is  scheduled,  and  challenges 
are  rumored  from  Kentucky,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  and  North  Carolina. 

The  Committee  on  Boards  sub¬ 
committee,  scheduled  to  meet  prior 
to  the  Kansas  City  convention  to  fill 
any  vacancies  caused  by  death,  relo¬ 
cation  or  other  reason,  will  hear  a 
protest  from  Richard  Eskew,  pastor 
of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Yadkin- 
ville,  N.C.,  who  was  eligible  for  a  sec¬ 
ond  term  on  the  Home  Mission  Board 
but  was  not  renominated. 

Pressler,  who  emerged  into  the 
SBC  spotlight  in  1979  with  charges  the 
denomination  was  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  liberal,  was  nominated  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  C.  Welton 
Gaddy,  who  moved  from  Texas  to 
Georgia  and  became  ineligible  to 
serve  on  the  Executive  Committee. 

C.  Winfred  Moore,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Amarillo,  Texas, 
and  president  of  the  2.2-million 
member  Baptist  General  Convention 
of  Texas,  told  Baptist  Press  he  will 
nominate  Bruce  W.  Mclver,  pastor  of 
Wilshire  Baptist  Church  of  Dallas,  as 
Gaddy’s  replacement. 

In  a  letter  to  Charles  Fuller, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Boards,  Moore  did  not  mention  Pres¬ 
sler,  but  instead  focused  on  Mclver’s 
qualifications.  “In  the  spirit  of  Bylaw 
16  (8)  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  .  .  .  and  its  provisions  for 
amending  the  report  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Boards,  I  wish  to  inform  you  I 
will  offer  the  nomination  of  Bruce  W. 
Mclver  ^ Moore  wrote. 

Bylaw  16(8)  encourages  persons 
desiring  to  challenge  the  report  to 
publicize  the  challenge  in  advance  of 
the  convention  to  allow  the  messen¬ 
gers  to  be  informed. 

The  letter  pointed  out  Mclver  is 
immediate  past  chairman  of  the 
Texas  Baptist  Executive  Board,  im¬ 
mediate  past  chairman  of  the  SBC 
(Committee  on  Order  of  Business,  and 
is  a  past  vice-president  of  the  BCrCTT 
and  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  SBC  Annuity  Board. 

“Dr.  Mclver  is  a  respected  and 
proven  leader.  He  knows  Baptists 
and  represents  the  broad 
mainstream  of  Texas  Baptists,” 
Moore  wrote.  “In  these  days  when 
close  scrutiny  is  required  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  and  administration  of  Southern 


Baptist  mission  dollars,  Bruce 
Mclver  can  lend  proven  experience 
and  wisdom.’’ 

Moore  concluded  by  noting  the 
“proposed  amendment  will  be  of¬ 
fered  out  of  a  sincere  love  for  our 
convention  and  a  heartfelt  desire  to 
see  it  move  forward  in  unity  and 
harmony.’’  He  added  the  nomination 
is  “not  an  ‘anti’  movement  of  any 
kind,”  but  said  he  believes  “we 
should  elect  people  who  are  in  the 
mainstream  and  not  ‘one-project 
people’.” 

Admitting  he  does  not  know  Pres¬ 
sler,  Moore  said:  “I  really  haven’t 
talked  to  that  many  people  about  it.  I 
have  talked  to  some  (people)  since  I 
decided  something  should  be  done  to 
present  someone  who  is  in  the 
mainstream.” 

Pressler  told  Baptist  Press 
“everyone  is  free  to  nominate 
whomever  they  wish. . . .”  He  said 
“contest  of  the  report . . .  can  be  dis¬ 
ruptive  and  disharmonious.  I  would 
have  hoped  Dr.  Moore,  whom  I  do  not 
know,  would  have  made  an  effort  to 
get  to  know  me  before  he  took  the  step 
of  proposing  someone  against  me.” 

Pressler  said:  “I  prayed  about  ac¬ 
cepting  the  nomination  for  a  long 
time  and  finally  decided  it  would  be 
best  to  work  within  the  system  on  a 
diverse  and  diversified  committee  of 
69  persons  where  I  could  consider  the 
opinions  of  others  and  they  could  con¬ 
sider  my  opinions.  Then  wexould 
make  a  realistic  effort  to  harmonize 
differences. 

“It  is  my  desire  to  work  within  the 
system  to  harmonize  with  other 
Southern  Baptists  and  to  seek  to 
promote  the  great  evangelistic  and 
missionary  emphasis  of  Southern 
Baptists  which  has  been  motivated 
by  an  allegiance  to  and  belief  in  the 
truth  of  (j^’s  word.” 

Fuller,  pastor  of  First  Bpaitst 
Church  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  said 
Moore’s  action  “reflects  the 
privilege  of  the  convention.  The 
Committee  on  Boards  is  responsible 
to  offer  nominations.  It  is  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  convention  to  elect  the 
nominees.” 

Fuller  said  the  report  always  is 
subject  to  nominations  from  the 
floor.  “I  personally  feel  that  right 
ought  to  be  there.  It  is  allowed  for  and 
we  should  expect  it  could  happen.  I 
personally  hope  we  will  always  have 
that  right.” 

He  added,  however,  he  “hopes 
there  will  not  be  a  lot  of  it.” 

Fuller  said  messengers  “have  the 
opportunity  to  approve  or  disapprove 
the  selections  of  ^e  committee,”  but 
should  not  question  the  “procedure 
or  the  legitimacy  of  committee  ac¬ 
tions.” 

When  the  seven-member  subcom¬ 
mittee  meets  in  Kansas  City,  Fuller 
said  he  will  ask  it  to  review  the  Eskew 
case.  “In  response  to  a  number  of  let¬ 
ters,  and  in  response  to  a  personal 
appeal  by  Richanl  Eskew,  I  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  matter  to  the  subcommit¬ 


tee,”  Fuller  said.  “In  oWer  to  main¬ 
tain  our  integrity  and  in  order  to  be 
totally  fair,  we  need  to  hear  the  ap¬ 
peal.” 

Eskew  served  a  three-year  unex¬ 
pired  term  and  then  a  full  four-year 
term  on  the  HMB.  Under  convention 
gmdelines,  he  is  eligible  for  a  second 
term.  North  Carolina  representa¬ 
tives  said  they  felt  11  years  as  a  trus¬ 
tee  was  an  “excessively  long  time,” 
Fuller  said. 

Fuller  added  the  Ck)mmittee  on 
Boards,  which  accepted  the 
rationalization,  was  fully  aware  of 
the  action.  It  also  was  aware.  Fuller 
said,  that  another  HMB  trustee, 
Kenneth  Foumet  of  Lafayette,  La., 
under  exactly  the  same  cir¬ 
cumstances,  was  renominated. 

In  the  Eskew  case,  both  the  Bibli¬ 
cal  Recorder,  the  North  Carolina 
state  Baptist  newspaper,  and  trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  have 
asked  that  Eskew  be  returned  as  a 
trustee. 

Fuller  said  he  has  asked  Mrs.  Ann 
Frazier  of  Roanoke  Rapids,  N.C.,  the 
North  Carolina  lay  representative  on 
the  committee,  to  be  present  for 
the  discussion.  'T.  W.  Wilson  of  Mon¬ 
treat,  N.  C.,  the  clergy  representa¬ 
tive,  is  out  of  the  country. 

“'The  committee  was  not  oblivious 
that  one  man  was  not  renominated 
while  another  man  with  the  exact  set 
of  circumstances  was.  While  the  ac¬ 
tion  was  not  unanimous,  the  commit¬ 
tee  went  along  with  Louisiana  in  one 
case  and  with  North  Carolina  in  the 
other,”  Fuller  said. 

Fuller  said  he  does  not  know  what 
action  the  subcommittee  can  take 
since  its  duties  are  limited  to  “filling 
vacancies.  The  circumstances  are 
very  plain:  replacing  persons  who 
decline  to  serve,  resign,  move  from 
the  state,  die  or  otherwise  become  in¬ 
eligible  to  serve.” 

He  said  in  the  case  of  Eskew  a 
“subcommittee  report”  could  be  of¬ 
fered,  “although  I  don’t  know  what 
purpose  that  might  serve.”  He  noted 
he  does  not  believe  the  subcommittee 
has  the  privilege  of  substituting 
nominees,  except  in  the  specific 
conditions. 

Other  possibilities  include  floor  ac¬ 
tion,  in  which  Eskew  could  be 
reinstated,  or  Thomas  S.  Freeman, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Dunn,  N.  C.,  who  replaced  Eskew, 
declining  the  nomination,  leaving  the 
subcommittee  free  to  act. 

(Dan  Martin  is  Baptist  Press  news 
editor.) 

One  of  the  institutes  started  in  1983 
was  Factildade  Baptists  de  Teologia 
de  Amazonas  in  Elquatorial  Brazil 
which  began  with  an  enrollment  of  42. 

More  than  one-third  of  the  SBC 
missionary  force  hns  received  Mas- 
terUfe  discipleship  training  since 
1980.  libose  missionaries  lead  an  es¬ 
timated  600  MasterLife  groups  over¬ 
seas,  with  an  average  of  eight  to  a 
group. 


KANSAS  QTY,  Mo.  (BP)— Wana 
Ann  Fort,  missionary  physician  in 
Zimbabwe,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  20th  annual  luncheon 
of  the  Conference  of  Ministers’ 
Wives,  June  12,  at  the  Radisson- 
Muehlebach  Hotel  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

The  Ministers’  Wives  C^Miference  is 
one  of  the  auxiliary  meetings  to  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  (Convention,  scheduled  June  12-14 
in  the  H.  Roe  Bartle  Hall  of  the  Kan¬ 
sas  (City  (Convention  (Center. 

Theme  of  the  meeting  will  be  “With 
Thee  is  the  Fountain  of  Life,”  accord- 


key  administrative  post  was  created, 
a  new  academic  dean  named  and  a 
record  budget  approved  by  Golden 
Gate  Baptist  'Dieological  ^mina);y 
trustees  during  their  spring  meeting . 

Trustees  approved  the  position  of 
vice-president  of  the  southern 
California  center  as  part  of  their 
commitment  to  expand  the  operation 
of  the  seminary  branch  located  in 
Garden  Grove  in  metropolitan  Los 
Angeles.  J.  Thurmond  (leorge,  phs- 
tor  of  First  Baptist  (Church  of  Gilroy, 
Calif.,  is  Golden  Gate’s  choice  for  fil¬ 
ling  of  this  post.  However,  no  re¬ 
sponse  from  him  is  expected  until 
around  July  1. 

Robert  L.  Cate,  51,  was  elected 
dean  of  academic  affairs  to  replace 
W.  Morgan  Patterson  who  left  the 
school  in  April  to  become  president  of 
Georgetown  (Ky.)  (College. 

Trusted  also  approved  a  budget  of 
$3,974,609  for  1964-85  fiscal  year  rep¬ 
resenting  an  increase  of  $450,000  in 
1983-84  budget. 

(Cate,  a  native  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
joined  Golden  Gate  in  1975  as  as¬ 
sociate  professor  of  Old  Testament 
interpretation  after  serving  more 
than  10  years  as  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  (Church  of  Aiken,  S.C.  In  1980,  he 
became  full  professor. 

He  holds  a  bachelor  of  engineering 
degree  from  Vanderbilt  University, 
Nashville,  and  bachelor  of  divmity 
and  doctor  of  philosophy  degrees 
from  Southern  ^minary,  Louisville, 
Ky.  In  addition,  he  has  done  doctoral 
studies  at  Princeton  University  and 
Oxford  University. 

The  board  authorized  the  seminary 
to  employ  engineers  to  prepare  plot 
plans  for  the  3&-unit  condominium 
complex  and  24  single  family  dwel¬ 
lings  provided  for  in  the  master  plan 
recently  approved  for  th6  use  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  seminary  property.  It 
also  appointed  a  building  and  de¬ 
velopment  committee  consisting  of 
board  members  to  oversee  the 
further  development  of  the  148  acre 
campus. 

In  additon,  the  trustees  authorized 
seminary  executives  to  get  prelimi¬ 
nary  architectural  renderings  of  the 
proposed  chapel-world  mission 
center  and  to  request  tentative  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  structure  fiom  cotC.'., 
authorities. 


ing  to  conference  president  Gerry 
Dunkin,  wife  of  Raymond  G.  Dunkin, 
pastor  of  Bellmead  First  Baptist 
(Church  in  Waco,  Texas. 

In  addition  to  Fort,  entertainment 
will  be  provided  by  dual  pianists  and 
singers  Charles  and  Kay  Mathews  of 
Houston. 

During  the  luncheon,  the  confer¬ 
ence  will  present  the  Mrs.  J.  M.  Daw¬ 
son  award  to  a  minister’s  wife  who 
has  exhibited  outstanding  service  to 
her  church  and  denomination. 

Tickets  may  be  purchased  at  the 
advance  registration  table  at  the 
convention  center. 


The  board  authorize  the  administ¬ 
ration  in  its  discretion  to  refinance 
the  debt  on  Garden  Apartments,  a 
32-unit  student  housing  complex  in 
nearby  Corte  Madera  wd  to  retain 
housing  funds  now  on  hand  for  the 
building  of  additional  units. 

Reelected  chairman  was  Carlos 
McLeod,  Dallas,  director  of 
evangelism  for  the  Baptist  General 
(Convention  of  Texas. 

Trustees  voted  to  hold  the  fall 
meeting  each  year  in  addition  l;p  their 
traditional  spring  assembly.  It  was 
their  consoisus  that  a  second  meet¬ 
ing  would  pay  larger  dividends  by 
keeping  the  b<Wd  better  informed  so 
they  could  be  more  involved  in  the 
achievement  of  the  goals  of  the  semi¬ 
nary. 

(Mark  Smith  writes  for  Golden 
Gate  Seminary.) 

Marriage  fest 
set' in  fall 
at  Glorieta 

NASHVILLE— “Building  a  (Christ¬ 
ian  Home”  is  the  theme  of  this  year’s 
Fall  Festival  of  Marriage,  Oct.  19-20, 
at  Glorieta  Baptist  Conference 
(Center. 

Sponsored  by  the  family  ministry 
department  of  the  Sunday  School 
Boaril,  the  weekend  retreat  is  for 
couples  who  want  to  participate  in 
(Christian  enrichment  activities. 

Conference  topics  include  inti¬ 
macy,  communication,  money  man¬ 
agement,  problem  solving,  sexual¬ 
ity,  two-career  marriages,  biblical 
foundations,  and  parenting. 

Speakers  for  the  festival  are  Jim 
Keith,  pastor.  First  Church, 
Richardson,  Texas,  (andformer  pas¬ 
tor  at  First  Church,  Gulfport);  and 
Bruce  Mclver,  pastor,  Wilshire  Bap-, 
tist  Church,  Dallas,  Texas. 

The  cost  of  the  conference  is  $150 
per  couple.  A  $60  deposit  should  be 
sent  to  Glorieta  Baptist  (Conference 
Oieter,  Box  8,  Glorieta,  N.M-.  87535. 

No  child  care  will  be  provided  for 
the  event.  > 


Golden  Gate  trusts 
name  Cate  dean 

By  Mark  Smith 

MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)  —  A 
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lo  rejoin  overseas  lorce;  ^  ^ 
board  appoints  20  others  mc 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— Thirteen 
former  missionaries  with  a  total  of 

164  years  missionary  experience  re-  force,  have  been  increasing  in  recent  met  with  board  members  and  staff  Mississij 
join^  the  Southern  Baptist  overseas  years  as  the  board  has  sought  to  im-  and  spoke  briefly  at  the  board  meet- 
mission  force  in  May.  prove  communication  with  those  who  ing. 

It  was  believed  to  be  the  largest  for  a  variety  of  reasons  have  had  to  During  April  the  board  provided 
number  ever  reappointed  at  a  single  resign  and  return  to  the  United  $5,000  for  relief  of  cyclone  victims  on 
meeting  of  the  Foreign  Mission  States.  Twenty-four  persons  were  Madagascar.  The  funds  will  be  ad- 
Board  and  brought  to  27  the  total  reappointed  in  1983  and  a  similar  ministered  by  missionary  Norman 
reappointed  this  year.  number  in  1982. 

With  29  new  missionaries  dp-  Last  year  the  board  lost  slightly 
pointed  at  the  same  meeting,  total  more  than  three  percent  of  its  mis- 
missionaries  named  this  year  sionaries  through  death  or  resigna- 
climbed  to  110.  With  these  additions,  tion,  its  lowest  loss  rate  since  1966. 
the  total  missionary  force  reached  a  But  medical  consultant  Franklin 
record  3,404  on  May  23.,^It  will  drop  Fowler  said  it  is  too  early  to  say 
slightly  May  31  as  nine  missionary  whether  the  lower  rate  is  a  trend.  In 
resignations  become  effective.  1982  losses  had  reached  a  high  of  5.4 

Charles  Bryan,  senior  vice  presi-  percent, 
dent  for  overseas  operations,  called  More  than  40  percent  of  those  who 
the  reappointees  a  “significant  resigned  last  year  had  been  on  the 
group.”  He  noted  six  field  field  less  than  five  years.  To  help 
evangelists  in  the  group  will  help  minister  to  such  persons’  needs,  the 
meet  the  board’s  priority  overseas  board  now  is  doing  on-the-field 
personnel  need .  evaluations  and  also  plans  to  hold  de- 

The  reappointees  have  an  average  briefing  sessions  for  returning  first- 
of  12  years  overseas  experience,  with  term  missionaries  at  the  new 
one  couple,  Harold  and  Alice  Hurst,  Cauthen  Missionary  Learning  Center 
of  Missouri  and  Florida,  being  25-  near  Richmond, 
year  mission  veterans.  ITie  Hursts,  During  the  meeting  the  board 
who  worked  22  years  in  Honduras  and  played  host  to  a  representative  of 
three  years  in  Panama,  will  do  gen-  Soviet  Baptists  and  also  voted  to  es- 
eral  evangelism  work  in  Mexico.  tablish  work  on  the  Indian  Ocean  is- 
Since  1977  Hurst  has  been  on  the  lands  of  Madagascar  and  Reunion, 
board’s  staff,  first  as  an  assistant  to  though  no  personnel  were  assigned, 
the  medical  consultant  and  later  as  Michael  Zhidkov,  director  of  edu- 
consultant  for  resource  develop-  cation  for  the  Evangelical  Christian 
ment.  Union  and  one  of  the  pastors  of  Mos- 

Like  most  others  in  the  reappoint-  cow  Baptist  CTiurch,  was  part  of  a 
ment  group,  the  Hursts  already  are  four-man  Soviet  Baptist  delegation 
fluent  in  the  language,  understand  which  has  visited  Swthem  Baptist 
the  culture  and  can  arrive  on  the  field  institutions  in  recent  weeks.  Accom- 
ready  to  start  work  almost  im-  panied  by  John  David  Hopper, 
mediately. 


Reappointees,  while  still  only  a  Southern  Baptist  fraternal  represen-  CIJNTON— Frank  Stovall,  a  na-  chairman  of  the  music  department  at 
small  percent  of  the  toUl  ntiission  Utive  to  eastern  Europe,  Zhidkov  tive  of  Qinton  and  a  1951  graduate  of  Bluefield  College  from  1952-1957, 

E'  ~  "  ge,  has  been  ap-  when  he  joined  the  faculty  of  the 
proved  by  the  Mis-  seminary. 

sissippi  College  j|jg  publications  include 
trustees  Schubert’s  Heine  Songs:  A  Critical 
as  head  of  the  and  Analytical  Study  and  The  Church 
music  depart-  Soloist’s  Handbook, 
ment,  effective  ^  ^  , 

Aug.  1.  He  sue-  Stovall  has  been  a  member  of 

ceeds  Jack  Lyall,  the  Fort  Worth  Opera  Association, 
who  will  continue  the  Schola  Clantorum  of  Texas,  Bre- 
to  teach  in  the  de-  vard  Music  Center,  and  The  Carmel 
partment.  Bach  Festival.  He  has  sung  and 

Stovall  Stovall  is  pro-  studied  extensively  in  Europe  and 
lessor  and  chairman  of  the  voice  de-  engaged  in  special  study  at  the  Juil- 
partment  of  Southwestern  Seminary,  liard  School  of  Music. 

Ft.  Worth,  Tex.  He  is  widely  known  as  a  voc- 

Stovall  majored  at  MC  in  voice  and  al/choral  clinician  and  a  lecturer  in 
a  minor  in  keyboard.  He  received  an  vocal  pedagogy. 

M.  A.  from  the  University  of  Alabama 
in  music  education  in  1956  and  the 
doctor  of  musical  arts  degree  from 
the  Univd^sity  of  Texas  in  1967  with  a 
major  in  voice. 

He  has  served  as  minister  of  music 
and  youth  at  First  Church,  Canton, 

Miss,  and  as  minister  of  music  at 
First  CJiurch,  Bluefield,  W.V.  He  was 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Int0rnationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  SOS-C  —  Qreenweed,  KHm.  SStSO 


Freedom  is 
Fragile 


That’s  why  the  BAPTIST  JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS  is  at  work  for  Southern  Baptists  in  Washington,  D.C., 
witnessing  to  the  historic  Baptist  love  of  liberty,  interpreting 
separation  of  church  and  state  for  today,  guarding  against  the 
use  of  public  funds  for  private  and  parochial  schools,  warning 
against  sending  a  United  States  ambassador  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  alerting  Baptists  to  important  changes  in 
Internal  Revenue  rulings,  shielding  missionaries  from  the 
dangers  of  CIA  involvements,  supporting  fair  tax  laws  on 
overseas  income  to  save  millions  of  mission  dollars,  leading 
the  push  for  an  equal  access  law  to  allow  genuinely  voluntary 
religious  activities  by  student-led  groups  in  public  schools, 
protecting  from  government  intrusion  the  pension  dollars 
you  have  with  the  Annuity  Board . . .  and  much  more. 


western  region.  cisco,  as  a  Christian  social  mimstnes 

J.  Leon  Boyd,  director  of  missions  missionary, 
for  Pinellas  Baptist  Association,  ’  Lowder,  arrested  last  year  for  his 
Florida,  since  1980,  was  elected  as-  part  in  a  nuclear  protest  in  San  Fran- 
sociate  director  of  the  HMB’s  met-  dsco,  had  been  jointly  employed  by 
ropolitan  missions  department  and  the  Dolores  Stre^  congregation,  the 
will  assist  in  developing  and  imple-  Home  Mission  Board,  and  the 
menting  strategies  for  metropolitan  California  Southern  Baptist  C^ven- 
areas  with  50,000  to  1,000,000  resi-  tion.  The  move  will  make  Lowder  ac- 
dents.  countable  only  to  the  local  church. 

Board  members  also  discussed  a  The  HMB  and  the  California  con- 
$250,000'grant  given  to  the  Metro  vention  will  continue  to  provide  a 
Baptist  Church  in  New  York  City  to  grant  to  support  ministries  of  the  Do- 
help  the  congregation  purchase  a  lores  Street  church, 
church  facility  in  Manhattan.  Board  The  Dolores  Street  church  is  one  of 
members  were  polled  by  mail  to  ap-  several  CSM  pastor/director  posi- 
prove  the  action  after  the  Metro  con-  tions  to  be  phased  out  except  for 
gregation  came  up  short  of  the  grant  support,  said  to  Paul  Adkins, 
money  needed  to  close  on  the  prop-  HMB  director  of  Christian  social 
erty.  ministries. 

HMB  Mission  Vice  President 

(}erald  Palmer  said  he  knew  of  ho  (hHcliacl  Tattefow  writes  for  the 
other  situation  in  the  United  States  Home  Mission  Board.) 


STAINED  GLASS  REPAIR: 
castom  stained  glass  paneis;  P  A 
R  Alnmionm  A  Giass,  Vardaman, 
MS '38878;  •8^7357. 


CHURCH  PEWS  —  Chancel  Fur¬ 
niture  —  Cushions.  Educational 
and  Used  Furniture.  Waiiace  E. 
Foy,  Church  Pews  and  Furniture 
Co.,  171  Westover  Dr.,  Clarksdalc, 
MS  38814,  (801)  824-8828. 


HOUSING  FOR  CHURCH 
GROUPS.  One  hour  from  World's 
Fair  la  New. Orleans.  15.80  per 
person  ^  night.  Large  or  small 
groups.  By  reservation  only.  First 
Baptist  Cmch,  Activities  BaiM- 
iM,  P.  0.  Box  258.  Carrlere,  Ms. 
ma,  8ll-7fl4tti  oi  711-1488. 


Yes,  we  all  need  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
because  freedom /s  fragile. 


(Paid  far  by  friends  of  the  BK'PA) 
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34;  Vast^. 

moor,  JaiS^K  preaching^M^ 
Kathiim  BaMpt  Yaioo  Cite.  leaif 
ing  the  mu^Acl  Kobert  H.  wWte. 
pastm*.  !  ^••V- 

PlBC  Great  Ckarch  (Raakial^at 

PlantalUNa  Shares  near  Florence; 
June  34;  Dave  Townsend,  pastor, 
Edon  Church,  pastor.  Edon  Chivch, 
Stringer,  evangelist;  Danny  Broek, 
Jackson,  music  director;  L.  €. 
Newell,  pastor;  services  at  7:30 
nightly  and  11  a.m.  Sunday. 

Freeay  Chareh,  Carthage:  June 
17-22;  Tim  Hart<m,  Wake  Forest, 
Stur^,  preadring;  Jessie  Bennett, 
minister  of  masic,  Winfield,  La., 
leading  the  rousic;  services  at  10:30 
a.m.  «k1  7  p.m.  during  week;  at  II 
a.m.onStmday;  Sammy  Straud,  pas¬ 
tor;  Johnny  Eabanks,  minister  (rf 
mu^. 


Thonift^vDetaughtteij^esaor  yews  in  the  goepM'miiilJ|p.  Hh  was 
emeritUB  oKid  TestamcgilaBd  Heb-  ordained  oa  Aprt  ^  IM  On  April 
rew,  Ptew  Orleans  ScaiilW?.  re-  20.  First  (Saadi,  PhuqMBw,  where  he 
centlyeeMaledhavHig  served  fif|y  is  currently  a  mottber,  raeagbized 
_  ^  him  and  his  wife  ftp:  their  years  of 

distinguished  service. 

Wjwy  In  additkm  to  Bible  cenferences, 

revivals,  and  su|)ply  preaching.  De- 
iMpI  lau^iter  cootiiiues  an  active  aiinis- 
mi'  try  in  his  own  church,  tepching  a 

Sunday  School  class  and  Icadkg  the 
weekly  workers’  mcethy,  hsaddi- 
tion,  he  is  doing  some  re^aaithig  for 
<  W^g-'  the  Home  Mtsmsh  Boardotaiatarials 

tor  be  used  hi  the  warh  kg  ffcaeer 
areas. 


WMU,  SBC  welcomes  Missi 


- - 

Bewlla  Chareh  (Attala): 
homecoming;  June  10;  Sunday 
School  at  10a.B.;  Lester  Reeves,  br- 
inging  the  message  at  the  11  a.m. 
service;  Johnny  Pai|tt,  pastor. 

Indian  -  Sf^rfags^...^  (Perry): 
homecMnhig;  .hine  3f  worship  ser¬ 
vice  at  11  a.m. ;  Terry  White,  pastor, 
to  defivor  the  message;  hmch  to  be 
served;  music  group.  Southern 
Haimony ,  to  present  a  concert  at  1 : 30 
p.m. 

Cherry  St.,  CSarksdale:  June  3; 
homecoming;  beginning  at  10:30 
a.m.;  visitihg  evangdist,  Harrison 
John,  Pleasant  Grove,  Cbnway, 
Ark.;  special  music  m  idternoon; 


diseiBB  Place  QnnrchwIIlF  Or-  Among  the  40  writers  from  aU  over  the  U.8.  who  pamhipeted  iwa  recent 
ans.  nabonat  wrhers  conference  at  Woman's  Mlasionery  Mh>ewi5|BC,  In  Dhailtrgham, 

During  the  qnlngaeiiiadsrof  1962,  Ala.  wsrehve  Mississippi  writers.  The  purpoOe  of  the  fourt^conlemnce  was  to 
elanghtor  ifirfd  ailt  nrhfiilf  hi  rni  give  inshuctione  arxi  preparation  for  wirfOng  196646  amMdats.  Pfotured  are 
sice  at  (^ottqpe.  Evelyn  Vaughn  of  Jackson  (sealed  right);  standing  I  to  ic  Margaret  Ann  Cum- 

mlnga,  Chnton;  Ewilda  Fancher,  CotfaavWa;  Sharon  Nlg^  Areola;  and  Anne 
MoWNNams,  (3lnton.  Picturad  with  the  group  is  Lynn  YaitWough  (seated  left) ,  the 
new  publications  section  director,  WMU,  SBC.  She  wUHwaume  the  respon- 
■ni.wwia  w  ■  t  sibIHtleeas  publications  section  cMrector  June  2. 


Picayui 


Missis^i^i  Baptist  activities 

ReUgious  llhwrfy  Simday  (C^C  Emphasis) 

Baptist  RcotBi Simday  (BR  En^ili^  la  each  danrek) 


NEW  ORLBANS-During  spring  NeafaU  of  Radrturst;  Ra^  An-  TV^vsrf Prkiawitv 
gradnatkifi  exercises  at  Nhw  Orleans  nette  PiishmonC  ol  Bihnd;  Karen  1  vCtWlOII  v^ClUllly 
Bapdal‘niesiBglcalSemiairy32stii-  Rciaette  Rowell  e(  Brandon;  .. 

deals  from  Mississippi  were  among  Jeanette  Ann  Taylor  of  Weal  Point;  PWArQS 
more  than  100  imfivi^als  receiving  Mirhael  Jon  West  of  Hattidhurg. 
decrees.  Master  ef  Clarth  Made^ames 

Students  from  Mississippi  recdv-  Walter  Parnd,  minister  of  music,  V/o 

Harmony  Church,  Picayune;  Ken- 

becter  ef  Thcelogy--Argile  Asa  neth  Gregory  Hester  of  Poplarville.  Newton  Couidy  Association  spon- 
Smith,  Jr.,*pastor  d  First  Church,  Associate  sf  Dhrinity  in  Pastoral  sored  a  Bible  Drills  Awards  Banquet 

Ministry— Lane  Felton  Bryant  of  at  First  Church,  Union,  on  May  21. 
Moselle;  Robert  John  Rounds,  Jr.  of  Trophies  were  presented  to  43 

youths  and  children,  with  one  youth 
Associate  of  Divinity  in  Rdigions  receiving  a  trophy  for  being  in  the 
military  housing  from  application  to  pastor  of  Improve  Church,  (^olum-  Edacation  Ministry— Romey  “Ron-  Selection  Tournament.  Nine 

"  * . .  “  nie”  Power  of  Jackson.  churches  had  participants. 

Jimmie 


sing  tax  breaks 
t  be  axed  soon 


ing  degrees  were 


By  Larry  CiMsser 

WASHINGTON  (BP)— The  U.S.  Dole,  R-Kan.,  after  Warner  and  Lyman. 

Senate  has  voted  to  prevent  the  In-  Helms  originally  had  offered  an  Doctor  of  Ministry- Jimmy  D 
ternal  avenue  Service  from  amendment  which  permanently  Porter,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Brookhaven 
eliminating  bousing  tax  breaks  for  would  have  exempted  clergy  and  Louisville;  Robert  F.  Willianu,  Jr. 
all  clergy  and  military  personnd  be-  i  .  . 

fore  Jan.  1, 1986.  Section  265  of  the  Internal  Revenue  bia. 

Bjrvoice  vote,  the  Senate  agreed  to  Ckxle  which  bars  double  tax  benefits.  Doctor  of  Education 
an  amendment  offered  by  Sen.  John  Dole,  floor  manager  of  the  pending  Thomas  Bevill,  counselor,  Pas- 
W.  Warner,  R-Va.,  and  Sen.  Jesse  tax  bill,  suggested  the  simple  exten-  cagoula. 

Helms,  R-N.C.,  extending  double  sion  of  housing  benefits  for  both  Master  of  Divinity— Joseph  H. 
housing  tax  bre^  for  ministers  and  groups  and  promised  his  committee  Barberlll.of  (Hinton;  James  Burton 
military  personnel  through  1985.  The  along  with  the  Armed  Services  of  Wiggins;  Thomas  E.  CJreely,  U.S. 
Warner-Helms  amendment  came  in  (Committee  would  hold  hearings  on  Naval  Reserve  chaplain,  Tupelo; 
response  to  a  1983  IRS  revenue  ruling  the  issue  by  Oct.  1.  Randy  Scott  Johnson,  a  native  of 

which  prohibited  ministers  from  tak-  A  Warner  aide  told  Baptist  Press  Pascagoula,  and  pastor  of  Barataria 
ing  mortgage  interest  and  real  estate  the  Virginia  Senator  will  pursue  a  Baptist  (Hiurch,  Lafitte,  La.;  Walter 
tax  deductions  to  the  extent  these  permanent  ban  through  the  hearings  Stephens  Jordan,  Jr.  of  Clinton; 
normally-deductible  expenses  were  announced  by  Dole.  James  Marion  McIntosh  of 

attributable  to  a  tax-exempt  housing  Warner  said  his  intention  is  “to  Pineville;  J.  Steven  Mooneyham  of 
allowance  and  concern  that  IRS  was  protect  the  compensation  now  re-  Calhoun  City;  Roy  A.  Porter,  as- 
planning  to  impose  a  similar  ruling  ceived  by  two  of  the  iflost  dedicated  sociate  pastor  of  First  Church, 
on  military  housing.  and  worthy  professional  groups  in  Gulfport; 

The  1983  clergy  housing  ruling  our  society;  namely,  military  jjer-  Bruce  Vau^an  Rowell,  pastor  of 
(Rev.  1tul.‘ 83-3)  was  scheduled  for  sonnel  and  clergy.”  Osyka  Baptist  Church;  Michael 

implementation  at  the  end  of  June  Warner  said  implementation  of  a  Kane  Shumock  of  Sumrall;  B.  Mark 
1983,  bql  IRS  later  issued  a  transi-  ruling  denying  housing  breaks  to  Spain,  pastor  of  Vietnamese  Baptist 
tional  ruling  extending  the  effective  either  group  could  “have  serious  fi-  Mission,  Gulf  (H>ast  Association; 
date  until  Jan.  1,  1965,  for  ministers  nancial  consequences.”  He  added,  David  L.  Sumrall,  pastor  of  Eastside 
who  occupied  or  had  a  contract  to  “The  total  gain  to  the  U.S.  Treasury,  (Hiurch,  (jlulfport;  James  Allen  Wal- 
purchase  their  homes  as  jjf  June  3,  though  not  calculated  yet  by  the  IRS  ters  of  Laurel. 

1983.  Last  month,  the  Senate  Finance  or  Treasury  Department,  is  esti-  Master  of  Religioas  EdiM^tion— 

Committne  agre^  to  extend  the  ef-  mated  by  them  to  be  relatively  Cathy  Anne  Bailey  of  Jackson; 
fective  date  ft>r  the  same  category  of  small.”  James  Lee  Bailey,  pastor  ol  Victory 

ministen  for  one  year.  Church,  Bassfim;  Alex  Colson  of 

The  language  agreed  to  by  the  Se-  Lprry  Chesser  to  ea  the  stag  RtlMrit  iihinual  M.  Dowifle,  Jr.,  of 

nxte^u^a  compromise  urged  by  BapHel  Mat  CsaiadtOee  eii  Fwic.  Cale^~!^^r^!harles  Htoes  of 

nance  (Maniltee  Chairman  Robert  Allairs  ia  Washlugton,  D.C.  Natebexi;  Margaret  Catherine 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  « 


Tbaraday,  May  >1,  H>4 


Southwestern  pla 
‘Chair  of  Prayer’ 


CHARLESTON,  S.C.  (BP)-Jalry 


By  Art  Toalston  ^  „  .  ■  v.  j 

C.  Hunter  Jr.,  vice-chancellor  for  de- 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  needed  for  the  chair.  He  reported  velopment  and  business  and  a 
Years  ago,  as  a  pastor.  Jack  Gray  $80,000  has  been  received,  including  a  member  of  the  faculty  at  the  Univef- 
was  “trying  to  prepare  ‘meals’  for  retired  missionary’s  $10,000  life  sav-  sity  of  North  Carolina,  Wilmington, 
church  members  when  I  wasn’t  eat-  ings.  N.C.,  since  1978,  has  been  elected 

ing  well  myself.’’  In  his  travels  as  a  missions  profes-  president  of  Baptist  (College  at  C!har- 

Now,  at  Southwestern  Seminary  sor.  Gray  said, “I  found  missionaries  leston,  an  institution  of  the  South 
here.  Gray  is  teaching  future  church  on  the  field  and  church  leaders  at  Carolina  Baptist  Convention.  i 

leaders  “how  to  eat  a  balanced  meal  home  who  were  experiencing  Hunter,  a  native  of  Lancaster,  S.C.,  *  '  /  AW 

out  of  the  riches  of  prayer  and  (jod’s  spiritual  exhaustion.’’  is  confident  about  returning  to  his  'A 

word  and  teach  other  people  to  do  the  And  he  recalled  his  days  as  a  pas-  home  state  to  lead  the  financially 

same.’*  tor,  when  “I  had  no  means  for  discipl-  troubled  Baptist  institution.  Baptist  fl 

Gray  will  retire  this  year  as  profes-  ing  people.  I  needed  it  personally  and  College  faces  severe  financial  prob- 
sor  of  missions,  a  post  he  has  held  my  people  needed  it.  I  had  been  lems  and  has  undergone  several  ad- 

since  1956,  but  during  the  coming  trained  in  encounter  evangelism,  but  ministrative  changes  since  p/^uLlNE  WARD  91  was  re¬ 

year  he  will  be  adjunct  professor  of  not  follow-up  after  conversion.”  November  1983,  when  the  college’s  cently  honored  by  Salem  Church 
the  new  Chair  of  Prayer  and  Spiritual  This  year,  in  addition  to  Spiritual  trustees  asked  for  the  retirement  of  Lauderdale  County  with  a  “This  Is 
Formation.  Formation  for  Ministry,  he  has  John  A.  Hamrick,  the  school’s  first  Life”  prograrrl  Mrs  Ward  has 

“Southwestern  has  been  a  pioneer  taught  a  year-long  MasterLife  president.  been  a  member  of  Salem  for  59  years, 

among  seminaries  in  the  field  of  course.  MasterLife,  a  26-week  small  The  Southern  Carolina  Baptist  and  is  its  oldest  living  member.  Skits  of 

teaching  spiritual  development,”  group  discipleship  program,  is  “the  Convention  recently  announced  it  Ward’s  courtship  and  marriage 

said  seminary  President  Russell  H.  only  instrument  for  actually  training  would  negotiate  a  $1  million  loan  for  presented  by  the  youth.  A  plaque 

Dilday  Jr.  *1110  chair  is  part  of  an  em-  p^le  in  discipleship  — in  becoming  the  school  to  help  pay  outstanding  and  gifts  were  presented  in  apprecia- 

phasis  that  gained  momentum  in  disciples  and  making  disciples  -  debts.  o,  her  "faithful  attendance  and 

1970,  when  Gray  inaugurated  a  that  Southern  Baptists  have  ever  example  of  life." 

Spiritual  Foundations  for  Missions  had,”  he  said.  Buddy  Smith  was  recently  or- 

course,  now  listed  as  Spiritual  For-  Gray  will  continue  teaching  the  dained  by  West  Salem  Church, 

mation  for  Ministry.  Spiritual  Formation  for  Ministry  and  Greene  County,  to  the  ministry.  He  is  MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)— 

Dilday  noted  the  seminary  “should  MasterLife  courses.  And  he  intends  pastor  of  East  ^emfThurch,  Greene  Stanley  A.  Nelson,  a  former*^taff 
not  only  prepare  its  students  in  pro-  to  initiate  some  course  work  in  (bounty.  Wilbur  Walters  is  pastor  at  member  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
fessional  skills,  but  also  in  the  impor-  prayer — how  to  pray,  to  teach  others  West  Salem.  Foreign  Mission  Board,  has  been  ap- 

tant  areas  of  prayer,  devotional  dis-  to  pray  and  to  mobilize  a  church  in  pointed  associate  professor  of  theol- 

ciplines,  and  (Thristlikeness.  prayer.  He  also  hopes  to  schedule  Mrs.  OUie  Mae  Clingan  donated  ogy  at  Golden  Gate  Seminary. 

“While  many  seminarians  have  guest  lecturers  and  a  special  prayer  money  to  landscape  the  yard  of  the  Nelson,  for  the  past  two  years,  has 
had  a  long  pilgrimage  of  spiritual  emphasis  week.  pastorium  of  Zion  Church,  Pontotoc  been  at  the  Nigerian  Baptist  Theolog- 

growth,  many  others  come  to  South-  (Art  Toalston  is  co-news  editor  at  County,  in  memory  of  her  husband,  ical  Seminary  in  Ogbomosho  where 
western  from  recent  initial  encoun-  Southwestern  Seminary.  He  is  Wayne  C3ingan,  who  was  a  deacon  at  he  taught  Old  Testament,  theology, 
ters  with  God,”  be  added.  “They  former  rdigion  editor  of  the  Jackson  Zion.  The  work  was  done  by  a  college  and  Baptist  history.  Previously,  he 
have  had  very  little  experience  in  the  Daily  News.)  student,  Phil  Cates, 

dynamics  of  personal  spiritual 
growth,  much  less  in  bow  to  lead 
others  in  spiritual  formation.” 

The  idea  for  a  Chair  of  Prayer  and  -■  , 

.Spiritual  Formation,  akin  to  the 
seminary’s  L.  R.  Scarborough  (3uur 
of  Evangelism  (CSiair  of  Fire),  was 
first  suggested  to  Dilday  by  Jack 
Taylor,  a  Southwestern  graduate, 
author  and  Bible  conference  leader, 
and  1980-81  first  vice-president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  ~ 

According  to  Taylor,  “We  can 
know  a  lot,  ^  we  cannot  know  if  ef- 
factually  without  the  power  of 
prayer.”  He  has  been  among  those  8*^ 
raising  the  $500,000  endowment  P*”^ 
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Methodist  meeting 
stirs  emotional  debate 


A  DICTIONARY  OF  DOCTRINAL  without  nailing  down  the  authors* 
TEIRMS,  by  Fisher  Homplireys  and  preference.  On  the  whole,  however, 
Philip  Wise.  Broadman  Press;  131  giv«i  the  space  available,  the  essays 
pages;  paperback,  M.N.  are  full  and  informative. 

The  authors  are  a  seminary  pro-  The  authors’  claim  that  they  wrote 
lessor  (Humi^reys)  and  a  pastor  primarily  with  ministers  in  mind  is 
(Wise),  and  throughout  the  book  fulfilled  in  both  the  style  and  the 
there  is  evidence  of  (xmcem  for  those  choice  of  terms  discussed.  Pastors 
who  work  in  both  of  these  arenas.  The  will  welcome,  the  entry  on  “Age  of 
book  is  a  collectkm  of  100  theological  Accountability.”  I  do  not  recall  hav- 
essays.  It  has  the  character  of  a  die-  ing  seen  this  discussed  in  other  dic¬ 
tionary  in  that  the  essays  are  ar-  tionaries  of  theological  handbooks, 
ranged  alphabetically  and  include  There  are  repeated  referoices  to  The 
brief  definitions  of  the  terms  being  Baptist  Faith  and  Message,  a  state- 
discussed.  It  is  also  akin  to  an  encyc-  ment  of  faith  adopted  by  the  Southern 
lopedia  in  that  there  is  extended  dis-  Baptist  Convention.  The  Baptist  pas- 
cussion  of  the  terms  following  the  de-  tw  will  find  this  to  be  helpful  in  his 
finitions.  This  format  is  very  helpful,  teaching  ministry.  One  of  the  most 
The  definitions  are,  for  the  most  useful  essays  for  pastors  is  the  one  on 
part,  original  with  the  authors  and  the  “Trinity.”  The  materials  could 
avoid  the  hackneyed  phrases  of  Bap-  easily  be  put  into  sermoniq  form, 
tist  Training  Union.  For  instance.  Perhaps  the  best-written,  and  cer- 
“grace”  is  defined  as  “the  love  of  tainly  the  fullest,  essay  is  the  one  on 
CM  which  prompts  Him  to  save  sin-  “Revelation.”  Like  the  other  essays, 
ners.”  Some  definitions  are  both  this  discussion  covers  an  amazing 
novel  and  provocative.  “Jesus  amount  of  material.  The  well-read 
(Christ,”  for  instance,  is  defined  as  “a  pastor  or  the  theologian  will  recog- 
first-century  Jew  who  was  also  the  nize  the  salient  issues  that  have  ari- 
Son  of  God,  the  Founder  and  L(Htl  of  sen  within  the  last  few  centuries  con- 
the  church,  who  by  his  death  and  re-  ceming  the  idea  of  revelation, 
surrection  provided  salvation  for  The  book  could  perhaps  be 
humanity.”  strengthened  if  there  were  cross- 

The  essays  are  written  in  an  easy-  references  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
going,  lucid,  and  non-technical  style  number  oi  essays.  For  example,  the 
which  is  characteristic  of  Hum-  article  on  “God”  should  be  read  in 
phreys’  other  writings.  The  essays  conjunction  with  the  essay  on 
are  so  similar  to  each  other  in  style  “Proofs  for  God’s  Existoice.”  Other 
that  the  reader  cannot  determine  examples  could  be  cited, 
which  author  wrote  which.  In  simple  This  book  comes  to  us  at  a  time 
language,  the  authors  respond  to  when  Baptists  are  reconsidering 
traditi<Hial  and  recent  issues  sur-  their  doctrinal  heritage.  It  is  a 
rounding  the  terms.  They  do  not  ans-  worthy  contribution  to  these  discus- 
wer  all  of  the  questions  that  they  sions  and  to  the  larger  work  of  the 
raise,  and  at  points  this  is  disappoint-  church  in  defining  its  faith  and  minis¬ 
ing.  For  example,  the  discussion  of  try.  Reviewed  by  Alan  Day,  pastor, 
“Hell”  treats  several  interpretations  First  CJiurch,  McComb,  MS. 


BALTIMORE  (EP)— The  national  Earlier,  in  an  equally  emotional  Mnmbower  Robertson 

legislative  body  for  the  United  debate,  delegates  beat  b^k attempts 

Methodist  Church  May  7  approved  a  to  liberalize  the  church’s  position  on  ♦yi PTH 

highly  controversial  report  calling  on  homosexuality.  The  church’s  Book  of  ^  ^  ** 

the  9.4-million-member  church  to  Discipline— its  official  rulebook—  • 
begin  referring  to  God  and  Jesus-^in  states  that  homosexuals  are  “indi-  V0S 
prayers,  hymns,  and  worship— ^in  viduals  of  sacred  worth  who  need  the  ”  ^ 

sexually  inclusive  language.  ministry  and  guidance  of  the  church  FORT  WORTH— Thirty-two  states 

Calling  God  “creator,”  “source  of  in  their  struggles  for  human  fulfill-  arc  represented  among  the  483  May 
all  live”  and  “rulfer,”  instead  of  the  ment ...”  graduates  of  Southwestern  Baptist 

more  traditional  masculine  terms  of  While  calling  for  “human  and  civil  Theological  Seminary.  Thirteen 

“king,”  and  “father,”  was  called  for  rights,”  for  homosexuals,  the  Discip-  graduates  are  Mississippians. 
by  the  General  Conference  of  the  sec-  line  rejects  “the  practice  of  The  degrees  were  awarded  by 
ond  largest  F’rotestant  denomination  homosexuality  and  (we)  consider  seminary  President  Russell  Dilday 
in  the  country.  But  the  report,  which  this  practice  incompatible  with  during  the  May  11  commencement  at 
already  has  generated  stacks  of  pro-  Christian  teaching.”  the  Travis  Avenue  Baptist  Church, 

test  petitions  from  more  conserva-  Amendment  after  amendment  de-  Fort  Worth. 

five  members  around  the  country,  signed  to  broaden  that  statement  was  Arthur  Walker,  executive  director 

specifically  exempted  tampering  voted  down.  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Christian 

with  the  Lord’s  Prayer.  And  United  Education  Commission,  Nashville, 

Methodists  will  continue  to  be  bap-  Colombian  Baptists  and  mis-  was  the  commencement  speaker. 
tized“. . .  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  siwiaries  in  1983  continued  to  give  The  invocation  was  given  by  Jess 
Son,  and  Holy  Spirit.”  priority  to  the  evangelization  of  Moody,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 

The  report  adopted  by  the  United  Bogota,  the  capital  city,  which  is  ex-  Church,  Van  Nuys,  Calif.,  whose 


Daniel  Hatbome  has  been  called  as  Unity  Omreh,  Greene  County,  has 

youth  director  at  First,  Calhoun  City,  called  Mike  Woods  as  pastor.  He  is 
H^^^afi^^nglish  m^r  at  the  attending  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
^^HjHHHHUniversity  of  Mis- 

^^^^^^^^nissippi.  He  was  Ken  Mask  ha#Bccepted  the  posi- 
^^^^^^^^Hicensed  to  preach  tion  as  minister  of  music  at  New 
his  home  Hope  Church,  Lee  County. 

^^^^^P^^Hchurch , 

BUI  Bell  kas  resigned  as  pastor  of 
^^^^Ki^edas^mer  uicusl  Hill  Church.  Pontotoc^ty. 

issio^ry  to  church  honor^  him  with  a  sup- 

tray  and.  tovcoHeriug. 

ident  of  the  BSU.  Anthony  S.  Kay  is 

pastw  at  Calhoun  aty.  First.  AUen  Tyner  has  resigned  South 

SideChurdi,  Meridian,  as  minister  of 
music  and  activities,  in  order  to  be- 
Earl  Beeler  is  serving  as  interim  come  the  minister  of  music  at 
pastor  of  Calvary  Church,  Glasgow,  Parkview  Church,  Lakeland,  Fla.  He 
Montana  (Fox  786,  Glasgow,  Mont.,  had  served  for  5  1/2  years  at  South 
phone  406-228-  Side.  His  wife,  Brenda,  has  also 
4470).  For  the  past  resigned  her  position  at  South  Side  as 
f  1  11  years  he  was  kindergarten-day  care  director.  The 

^  1  pastor  of  Phila-  Tyners’  new  home  address  is:  3980 

delphia  Church,  Golf  Village  Loop  No.  7,  Lakeland, 
'  Lafavette  Countv.  ^a.  33805. 


Meridian  BSU 


Oak  Grove  sends  pastor 
on  mission  to  Antiffua 


BAPTIST  ilEGOiU»iRAGE  » 


- Devotional — 

It  is  no  secret 


Seminary  takes 


■  our  dp^-dly  stay,  1 
L3  time^  an  Average  At- 
i)f  approximately  500,  jre- 
31/2  m^jBcdcrotiooals  to  We  % 
}3t  over  the  Antigua  radio  Oak; 
is  involved  in  dow  to  door  send 
,  and  MIended  6  a.m.  W 
ietings.  Qie  prayer  me^-  chui 
ing8«A|eab]esseiflj|i4>^^ce^  we  mist 
combinia  the  sin^^  of  hymns  with 
ferveot  paying,  p'rothicing  a  qjiritn-  ijt 
ally  du^ed  expdlNice,  paving  the  mor 
way  for  revival.  One  of  the  hi^ilights  groi 
<rf  oar  trip  was  the  Easter  sunrise  tist 
service  on  the  Caribbean,  during 
which  15  pe<^Ie  were  baptized. 

Our  trip  in  many  ways  was  an  en- 


a  far  others.  th^^M 

icome  miH^walvedina  With  a^^pkle  open.  he'U  H«aeaeiM  what  (Jad  cand^^^HPvvbst  Comd 

iject.  '  |l^.  As tdiPIlMlP' shared  that  itiii%iriii[ihiii  niultiilii  iiliiiiL directly  taad|H^Kr^v ^ 

- ■  S  IT  luiewiy||.wasfnent  that  I  oaiMad^be  what  Ged^anted  me  to  bewnHKI^MpgtShMAiem  BapiH 

ip  traiida||9it»llfaawu'e  receioedihns  Christ  as  nay  was  savedlBat  day.  1|mBT9  is  unique  i» 

keepii^  INR*  grbAbwork  that  Gad  did  wsAot  done  in  a  oaaner .  It  was  outside  liM  wHarias.  It  provides  ai| 

mber  of  clii|hes  in  Bap-  city  saaMUmne  could  see  the  love  of  God  and  theaiafulness  of  man.  Miadhe  'Southern  BapB 
across  the-dgaM.  Semi-  “ Jesoa,  lUng  of  the  Jews”  was  written  in  Hdxww,  Latin,  and  Greek.  Oammission  for  coi^ 
nary  eorotlment  in  Ifliwearly  dou-  HebreaNaaathe  language  of  religkm.  Latin  was  the  language  of  govenunent.  adrvices,  and  office 
bled  the  previous  jteai^s  increase  Greek  wobHk  language  of  culture.  The  crucifixioa  of  Jesus  and  his  resurrec-  aujority  of  the  budgat^lillrected  to 
withanenroilmentgaiaaf  UperceM.  tion  were  eorrently  not  secrets.  The  knowledge  of  what  God  did  there  was  ABTS.  Over  the  past  iUpgral  years 
riclung  experience.  It  helped  ua  see  All  told,  100  theolo^cal  adncidioa  in-  meant  for  everyone,  not  to  be  hidden  in  secrecy.  ttw  coaamission  has  given  the  semi¬ 

life  in  the  ^tes  from  a  new  persp^-  stitutions  reported  more  than  7,284  I  will  alwa3rs  be  grateful  to  Stuart  Hamblin  for  his  song,  “It  Is  No  Secret,"  nary  nsore  money  than  K  actually  re¬ 
live.  I  drive  through  our  community  students,  wi^  7,171  persons  studying  and  its  inflnence  on  my  life.  My  prayer  is  to  radiate  that  testimony.  oeives  from  the  Cooperative  Prog- 

and  see  fertile  green  pastures;  then  I  in  extension  centers.  Remenfoer,  it  is  no  secret  what  God  can  do!  ram. 


iission 


pays  no  J 
amount  « 
kication 


New  church  organized  in  Brazil, 
co-sponsored  by  First,  Yazoo  City 


National  Revival 
Training  Seminar 

July  17-19, 1984  Atlanta,  Georgia 


RjKliMOii  Inn  wttA  CMfcmnoe  Center 
1790  Cenmenx  Olive  •  AllMta.^GA  JUS  •  (40«)351-«)Q^ 
IlglWrUiiii  Fee:  CSperpMkhMbVMMSfarpMtarMlnin 
■KHter  fnan  HRK  dMdi  (AdMani  Md  todant)  A 
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Unifonn  people’s  choicc 


Life  and  Work 


By  Robert  Earl  Shirley,  pastor,  Parkway,  Tnpelo 
I  Samnel  8:4-lf,  1%-n 


It  would  be  logical  to  assume  that  if 
one  were  living  in  the  Promised  Land 
and  had  been  led  there  by  God,  all 
troubles  would  hpve  come  to  an  end, 
and  the  people  would  be  charac¬ 
terized  by  peace  and  contentment. 
However,  such  was  not  the  case  with 
Israel.  Having  entered  the  land,  they 
ignored  the  instructions  God  had 
given  them  and  allowed  unfaithful¬ 
ness  and  impurity-to  damage  their 
relationship  to  Jehovah.  Judges 
selected  by  God  provided  leadership 
that  Isf^ght  them  through  many 
times  of  crisis,  but  when  these 
proved  inadequate,  they  were  re¬ 
placed  by  priestly  leaders  such  as  Eli 
and  Samuel. 

The  demands  of  the  people  (8:4-81. 
The  setting  for  the  first  of  this  new 
series  of  lessons  is  the  final  days  of 
the  life  of  the  latter  after  the  aging 
Samuel  had  appointed  his  degener¬ 
ate  sons  as  his  replacement.  Uneasy 
about  the  military  might  of  Philistia 
and  the  other  nations  on  their  borders 
and  the  possible  results  of  such  un¬ 
worthy  leadership,  the  elders  of  Is¬ 
rael  came  to  the  old  priest,  expressed 
their  fea(s,  and  ask^  that  he  appoint 
a  king  to  reign  over  them.  The  words 
here,  “like  ^  the  nations,”  are  im¬ 
portant.  So  much  of  the  world’s 
problems  result  from  our  attempt  to 
“keep  up  with  the  Joneses.”  Looking 
at  their  neighbors,  Israel  could  see 
the  differences  in  their  governments 
and  that  of  the  other  nations,  but  they 
failed  to  see  that  not  all  that  was  true 
of  others,  but  denied  to  them,  was  de¬ 
sirable. 


There  is  no  way  of  knowing  how 
much  of  Samuel’s  displeasure  was 
due  to  a  feeling  of  personal  rejection, 
but  the  L(h^’s  assurance  given  him 
indicates  that  Uie  feeling  was  there. 
God  explained  to  him  that  the  rejec¬ 
tion  was  not  of  Samuel  but  of  God. 
Actually,  this  was  not  anything  new. 
From  ^e  days  of  their  settUng  in 
Palestine,  Israel  had  tended  to  for¬ 
sake  God  and  court  the  favor  of  the 
pagan  gods  oi  the  land.  There  was 
nothing  wrong  with  their  desiring  a 
king,  for  a  future  monarchy  was  ap¬ 
parently  already  planned  by  God. 
The  earlier  theocracy  that  had 
existed  for  so  many  years  had  proven 
only  as  effective  as  the  men  who  had 
acted  as  God’s  chosen  leaders  had 
administered  it. 

My  aged  history  professor  at 
Mercer,  a  British  subject,  insisted 
that  if  one  had  a  perfect  king,  the 
monarchy  was  the  perfect  form  of 
government,  for  needs  of  the  people 
could  be  instantly  supplied  without  a 
lot  of  political  red-tape.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  having  observ^  his  nation 
for  over  half  a  century  and  having 
studied  her  entire  history,  he  admit¬ 
ted  that  such  an  ideal  situation  had 
never  existed. 

TTie  new  ruler  of  Israel  was  cer¬ 
tainly  the  finest  choice  available, 
(jod  chose  Saul,  and  the  new  king  was 
anointed  by  Samuel  at  Mizpah.  Al¬ 
though  tl^  old  profrfiet  continued  to 
exert  an  influence  on  his  people,  the 
history  of  the  nation  was  haiceforth 
all  down  hill.  Jealousy  and  insecurity 
on  the  part  of  Saul  and  greater  sins  on 


the^part  of  his  successors  would  ulti¬ 
mately  lead  Israel  into  captivity. 

The  sin  of  the  people  was  not  in 
their  request  but  in  their  motives. 
They  felt  that  God  was  no  longer  the 
answer  to  their  needs.  An  earthly 
king  could  juc^e  them,  go  out  before 
them,  and  fight  their  battles.  We 
cannot  condenui  them  too  severely 
until  we  are  ready  to  quit  putting  all 
of  our  faith  in  modem  science,  politi¬ 
cal  maneuvering,  and  military  might 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  intervention  of 
God. 

God’s  response  (8:8-18,  18-22). 
Though  their  timing  may  have  been 
contrary  to  any  future  plans  of  God, 
he  commanded  Samuel  to  grant  the 
people  their  request  but  explained  to 
them  all  that  having  such  a  king 
would  entail.  Most  of  us  have  learned 
the  wisdom  of  listening  to  God  when 
we  have  insisted  on  our  own  way.  Our 
dreams  are  all  too  often  nothing  but 
dreams,  so  when  facing  reality,  we 
have  found  that  we  cannot  do  without 
God.  Even  after  being  warned  by  God 
through  these  words  of  Samuel,  the 
people  continued  to  insist  that  they  be 
given  a  king. 

God  is  sovereign,  but  he  had  en¬ 
trusted  mankind  with  the  freedran  of 
choice.  This  allowed  Israel  to  insist, 
“Nay,  but  we  will  have  a  king  over 
us.”  'Ihe  rebellious  person  still  says, 
“I  know  what  God’s  Word  teaches, 
but  I  still  want  to  do  as  I  please.”  The 
results  of  such  insistence  continues  to 
be  the  same. 


Bible  Book 


God’s  love,  Israel’s  deceit 


By  Bill  Causey,  pastor,  Parkway,  Jackson 
Hosea  11:1-12:14 


In  the  last  two  lessons  we  have  seen 
Israel  “tried  in  court’’  and  her 
“crimes”  listed.  Today  we  leam  of 
God’s  tender  love  that  redeems  and" 
teaches. 

I.  God’s  tender  nurture  of  Israel 
(11:1-7) 

God  loved  Israel  like  a  son  and  de¬ 
livered  them  out  of  Egypt  ( 1 ) .  Yet  the 
more  they  (the  prophets)  called  for 
God,  the  more  determined  the  people 
seemed  to  turn  to  false  gods  (2).  As 
tenderly  as  a  mother  holds  her  child 
and  teaches  it  to  walk,  so  God  did  this 
for  Israel.  But  Israel  responded  as 
though  Baal  had  done  it  for  them. 
Still  God  led  them  on  with  cord^  of 
love  as  though  they  were  his  “pet.” 
He  led  them  gently,  removed  the 
yoke,  stooped  down  and  fed  them 
(3-4). 

The  rejection  of  his  love  is  self  de¬ 
struction.  They  will  re-enter  bondage 
in  Egypt  and  Assyria  because  they 
refused  to  return  to  him.  The  choice 
is  bondage  or  liberating  love  as  found 
in  God  (5).  Their  cities  nor  their 
counsels  will  be  able  to  save  them  as 
they  turn  from  (Jod,  not  heeding  the 
prophets’  call  to  exalt  (Jod  (8-7). 

II.  God’s  heart  revealed  (11:8-11) 

God’s  heart  yearns  (like  Hosea’s 

for  his  unfaithful  wife)  for  Israel.  All 
the  most  painfully  disturbing  charac¬ 
teristics  of  the  love  of  One  who  truly 
cares  for  the  highest  and  best  for  the 
beloved  are  seen  in  the  heart  of  (Jod. 
He  doesn’t  want  to  give  her  up,  or.. 


destroy  her  as  Admah  and  Zeboirin 
(cities  destroyed  with  Sodom  and 
(Jomorrah).  (^’s  heart  is  yearning 
and  his  compassions  are  stirred  (8). 
God  will  punish,  but  will  not  destroy 
because  God’s  love  is  different  from 
man’s.  Thus  verse  nine  is  one  of  the 
great  verses.  How  grateful  we  should 
be  that  (Jod  is  not  like  man.  God’s 
love  is  redemptive  and  is  focused 
upon  causing  them  to  come  back  once 
again  with  reverence  as  frightened 
birds  (10-11).  In  spite  of  their  lying, 
unfaithful  hearts  (Ephraim-Israel), 
the  Holy  One  is  faithful  (12).  Ulti¬ 
mately  this  loving,  faith  character  of 
(Jod  is  man’s  salvation. 

III.  Israel’s  character  illustrated 
(12:14) 

Ephraim’s  (Israel’s)  commitment 
to  Assyria  in  the  east  will  eventually 
be  as  destructive  as  the  east  wind- 
one  of  the  most  destructive  natural 
forces  in  the  Middle  East.  The 
“gifts”  given  to  Assyria  and  Egypt 
will  be  like  the  gifts  given  to  Hosea’s 
wife  by  her  false  lovers  ( 1) .  They  are 
demonstrating  the  character  of  their 
ancestor  by  the  same  name  (Jacob 
became  Israel).  He  came  out  of  the 
womb  deceitful,  but  God  changed 
him  and  his  name  when  he  wrestied 
with  the  angel  ((Jen.  32:24ff)  and 
prevailed  (2-4).  (Jod  is  dealing  with 
the  nation  similarly— the  true  God  is 
wrestling  with  them— and  they  know 
his  identity  and  name.  They^  should 


do  as  Jacob  and  return  to  (Jod  and  be 
his  servant* people  (54). 

IV.  Clever  dealings  get  the  dealer 
(12:7-14) 

By  false  dealings  Israel  has 
thought  himself  clever  like  a  false 
mer^ant  (Canaanite  became  the 
word  for  a  cunning  merchant).  He 
even  boasts  of  achieving  prosperity 
by  this  false  method  without  getting 
caught  (7-8).  But  the  Lord  sees 
through  it  and  will  make  them  live  in 
tents  again  as  is  memorialized  each 
year  at  the  “Feast  of  Tabernacles.” 
This  feast  was  to  remind  them  of 
their  captivity  and  wilderness  wan¬ 
dering  so  it  would  not  happen  again 
(9).  But  it  will! 

(Jod’s  prophets  showed  them  and 
taught  them  through  words,  visions, 
and  parables,  but  there  is  still  false 
worship  (10-11)  Jacob  (the  man)  fled 
to  Aram  (Syria)  and  worked  for  a 
wife,  learned  his  lesson  and  returned 
(12).  Israel  (the  nation)  was  in 
Elgypt,  learned  a  lesson  and  returned 
under  the  leadership  of  God’s 
prophet  (13).  Now  Ephraim-Israel  is 
going  to  leam  the  lesson  again  and 
has  to  assume  responsibility  for  it 
(14).  Like  Hosea’s  guilty  wife,  the 
same  lesson  must  be  learned  again 
and  again.  The  only  remedy  for  this 
unfaithful  heart  is  to  return  to  the 
faithful  husband— "The  Lord,  the 
(Jod  of  Hosts;  the  Lord  is  his  name” 
(5)! 


A  day  for  Gk)d  and  us 

— '  By  Gerald  Buckley,  pastor,  Parkway,  Natchez 
Mark  2:23-28  Luke  13:18, 14-18 


As  a  child,  I  remember  being  con¬ 
fused  about  how  to  observe  the  Lord’s 
Day.  Wsrhad  some  fascinating  dis¬ 
cussions  in  our  twelve-year-old  Sun¬ 
day  School  class  as  to  what  one 
sh^d  and  should  not  do  on  Sunday. 
After  one  rather  heated  discussion 
pertaining  to  the  Lord’s  Day,  I  re¬ 
member  riding  past  some  public  ten¬ 
nis  courts  that  Sunday  afternoon. 
There  on  one  of  the  courts  was  a 
leader  in  our  church.  He  and  his  son 
were  playing  tennis.  I  was  shocked  to 
see  this'church  leader  pla)ring  tennis 
on  the  Lord’s  Day,  and  I  then  pon¬ 
dered  about  how  this  day  should  be 
spent. 

My  confusion  over  the  pn^r  ob- 
^rvance  of  the  Lord’s  Day  is  shared 
by  many  Christians. 

I.  Conflict  over  the  Sabbath  (Mark 

2:23-28) 

One  of  the  most  persistent  conflicts 
that  Jesus  had  with  Jewish  religious 
leaders  was  over  proper  observance 
of  the  Sabbath.  Over  the  years,  the 
Jewish  community  had  made  hun¬ 
dreds  of  rules  and  regulations  to  gov¬ 
ern  one’s  behavior  on  the  Sabbath. 
Most  of  the  regulations  were  related 
to  restrictions  against  work.  ’The  idea 
seemed  to  have  grown  that  to  keep 
the  Sabbath  holy  meant  to  make  it  as 
unpleasant  and  confining  as  possible. 

'The  disciples  walked  through  a 
grainfield  one  Sabbath  and  plucked 
some  grain.  The  Jewish  law  allowed 
persons  to  pick  a  few  heads  to-ewt. 
The  Pharisees,  having  observed  this 
b^avior,  accused  Jesus’  diaciples  of 
unlawful  activity.  It  was  not  stealing 
grain  that  they  were  guilty  of. 
Rather,  the  Pharisees  acoised  them 
of  breaking  the  Sabbath  law  by  har¬ 
vesting  and  threshing  grain. 

This  confrontation  seems  some¬ 
what  absurd  to  us,  but  it  was  a  serious 
matter  for  the  Pharisees.  Jesus 
answered  their  charge  by  referring 
to  an  incident  in  the  Old  Testament 
when  religious  rules  were  broken  to 
meet  men’s  physical  needs.  David, 
on  one  occasion,  entered  the  house  of 
wOTship  and  took  loaves  ot  bread  that 
had  b^  consecrated  to  the  Lord. 
Ordinarily,  these  loaves  were  not  to 
be  used  for  common  purposes.  Jesus’ 
point  is  that  religious  regulations  do 
not  take  precedence  over  the  needs  of 
persons. 

n.  A  gift  from  God  (Mark  2:27-28) 

Jesus  spoke  clearly  to  the 
Pharisees— “The  Sabbath  was  made 
for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  Sab¬ 
bath.”  This  is  one  of  the  most  infor¬ 
mative  statements  ever  made  about 
the  Sabbath.  Jesus  was  informing  his 
hearers  th^kt  the  Sabbath  was  a  gift 
from  God  to  his  children.  It  was  for 
man’s  benefit  and  not  given  to  burden 
him.  Simply  stated,  this  means  that 
the  Sabbath  was  to  be  a  day  of  rest. 

(Jerald  Kennedy  tells  of  two  parties 
who  started  out  across  the  plains  in 
the  pioneer  days,  going  west  to 
(California.  One  was  1^  by  a  religious 
man  and  one  was  led  by  an  irreligious 
man.  One  group  stopped  all  of  each 
Lord’s  Day  for  worship  and  rest.  The 
other  party  was  so  anxious  to  reach 
the  gold  of  (California  that  it  would  not 
take  time  to  stop.  The  men  drove 
every  day.  The  amazing  thing  is  that 
the  party  which  observed  *tbe  Sab¬ 
bath  arrived  first.  It  is  a  wdl  estab¬ 


lished  fart  that  a  person  can  do  more 
work  in  six  days  than  in  seven.  A 
run-dovm  person  is  an  unproductive 
person. 

Jesus  was  teaching  that  the  Sab¬ 
bath  was  made  for  people,  not  people 
fm*  the  Sabbath.  (Christ  was  not  at¬ 
tacking  the  Sabbath.  He  was  not 
opening  the  door  for  men  and  w(Hnen 
to  disregard  that  very  special  day. 
Indeed,  time  and  again  we  read  of 
him  going  to  worship  on  the  Sabbath, 
not  because  he  wanted  to  and  needed 
to.  In  that  revolutionary  claim  he  put 
(Jod  squarely  on  the  side  of  people. 
III.  A  clash  of  ideas  (Lake  13:10, 
14-18) 

Jesus  healed  a  woman  with  a 
crooked  spine,  only  to  be  confronted 
by  the  angry  ruler  of  the  Synagogue. 
He  was  indignant  because  Jesus  had 
healed  her.  In  his  view,  healing  was  a 
form  of  work. 

Jesus  called  the  ruler  a  hypocrite 
because  of  his  attitude.  He  pointed 
out  the  hypocrisy  of  allowing  animals 
to  be  untied  and  led  to  water  on  the 
Sabbath,  but  not  the  healing  of  a 
woman  in  great  need.  Jesus  was  say¬ 
ing  that  people  are  more  important 
than  rules. 

A  legalistic  approach  to  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  the  Lord’s  Day  is  to  be 
avoided.  Sunday  should  be  a  day  of 
rest.  (Consider  the  importance  of  a 
day  of  rest  in  light  of  the  dominance 
of  the  destructive  phenomenon  called 
stress.  (Calendars  are  full.  Exporta¬ 
tions  are  excessive.  More  appoint¬ 
ments  must  be  kept.  ECnergies  are 
drained. 

Sunday  also  should  be  a  day  of  wor¬ 
ship.  Without  the  resource  of  wor¬ 
ship,  life  closes  in  (mi  us.  WcH'ship  puts 
us  in  touch  with  new  vistas  of  pur¬ 
pose,  new  sources  of  strength,  and 
new  dimensions  of  joy. 

Sunday  is  a  day  for  doing  good.  Vis¬ 
iting  shut-ins  or  persons  in  rest 
homes  is  an  admirable  practice  of 
many  C3u*istian8  on  Sundays.  (CaUing 
on  prospective  church  members  on 
Sunday  afternoon  is  another  possibil¬ 
ity  for  service. 
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